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Scattered  showers  and  warm  weather  prevailed  during  the  forepart  of  the  past 
week,  with  unseasonahly  cold  temperatures  during  the  latter  part  of  the  peri'vi, 
especially  in  the  western  and  central  sections.  Beneficia],  rains  reached  all  parts 
of  the  State  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Snow,  several  inches  in  depth,  fell  in  some 
of  the  higher  mountains  in  western  counties.  Rainfall  during  the  week  v/as  lightest 
in  the  Phillips  County  and  Yellowstone  County  areas,  while  heavy  downpours,  together 
with  hail,  occurred  in  some  of  the  localities  in  southwestern  parts  of  the  state 
on  July  31  in  southeastern  and  northeastern  sections  on  August  1. 

The  cooler  weather  which  prevailed  bX  the  close  of  the  week  ha.s  been  bene¬ 
ficial  to  late  seeded  crops,  which  are  still  in  the  growing  stage.  A  small  percent¬ 
age  of  spring  wheat  seeded  after  June  rains  in  the  north  central  part  of  the  State 
now  has  a  reasonable  chance  to  make  a  grain  crop.  The  early  seeded  grain  crops  are 
progressing  tov\:ards  normal  maturity.  Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  with  binders  has 
been  under  ¥;ay  with  a  small  percentage  of  combining  already  ''ompleted.  Conibining 
ofspring  wheat  is  just  beginning  in  the  northern  areas.  The  quality  of  grain  is 
generally  good  in  the  central  third  of  the  State,  and  in  southeastern  and  western 
areas,  which  have  not  suffered  excessive  heat  during  the  latter  part  of  the  grow/ing 
season.  In  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State  and  in  parts  of  central  Montana,  many 
wheat  fields  are  being  ha,rvested  with  headers  and  all  efforts  a.re  being  made  to  re¬ 
cover  seed.  Thistles  have  made  rapid  growth  in  grain  fields  sinoe  the  June  rains 
and  in  the  poor  wheat  area.s  the  cron  isr  being  '^ut  for  hay.  Crains  in  irrigated 
areas  are  reported  in  good  condition  and  high  average  yields  are  in  prospect,  espec¬ 
ially  from  the  south  central  parts  of  the  State.  Yields  on  dry  land  farming  areas 
vary  widely.  Irrigated  crops  are  making  rapid  growth. 

Harvest  of  the  first  cutting  of  alfalfa  ha,s  been  completed,  and  the  second 
crop  is  almost  ready  to  cut  in  some  irrigated  areas.  VRld  hay  harvest  is  under  way 
in  southwestern  Montana.  Ranges  are  making  good  grov/th  in  the  centr-'l  third,  the 
southwestern,  and  in  southeast o-rn  parts  of  the  State.  Some  additional  deterioration 
has  taken  place  in  western  counties,  wnich  have  received  below  normal  precipitation 
during  the  past  month.  In  the  northea,stern  area,  grass  growth  has  not  responded 
to  the  heavy  rains  received  in  the  last  two  weeks  as  well  as  v/ould  be  expected. 

The  outcome  of  late  seeded  feed  crop  is  still  doubtful,  but  thistle  growth  is  of 
benefit  as  lirestock  feed.  Livestock  is  generally  in  good  condition.  Some  movement 
has  already  taken  place  in  extreme  western  counties,  and  in  eastern  and  northeastern 
co’unties.  In  all  other  areas,  movement  v/ill  not  begin  until  the  present  range 
grasses  are  fully  utilized. 

Cra,ssho-ppers  are  doing  extensive  damage  in  eastern  and  northern  counties 
and  in  scattered  areas  in  Meagher,  park,  Madison,  and  Jefferson  counties.  Crickets 
are  also  doing  some  damage,  but  the  intensive  control  programs  have  effectively 
checked  the  progress  of  this  insect  in  most  areas.  Grasshoppers ,  which  a.re  on  the 
wing  news  are  reported  as  the  greater  menace. 
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The  foll«Tv'ing  ■  co’onty  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  July  31’1937 
are  furntLshed  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEA'/SRHEAD :  Light  to  heavy  rains  general  over  county  the  post  week.  Wild  hay  har¬ 
vest  delayed  in  some  sections  due  to  rain.  Stacking  of  first  crop  of 
alfalfa  complete;  yields  fair.  Indications  are  for  a  fair  to  good  pea  crop.  Ranges 
good.  No  activity  in  weol  or  lamhs. 

BIG-  HQRii :  Light  and  scattered  showers  fell  over  the  county  dirring  the  pa  st  week, 
impreving  grov/ing  conditions  materially.  Winter  wheat  crop  about  ; 
conoined  yields  from  5  to  25  bushels.  Corn,  beans,  and  beets  making  fine  growth 
in  the  valley.  Small  grain  crop  the  best  in  years.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  about 
ready  to  cut.  Ample  water  for  late  crops.  Range  grass- ripening  and  cattle  firmer 
in  flesh.  Range  never  was  better  on  the  Grew  Indian  Resarvatipn.  The  nevif  sugar 
processing  plant  and  the  County  Court  House  projects  are  absorbing  surplus  la.bor. 
Mormon  crickets  laying  eggs,  poisoning  still  going  on.- 

BLAINE :  A  light  rain  Monday  night  accompanied  by  a  sharn  electrical  storm  brought 
.''P  inch  precipitation.  ^Cutting  of  spring  wheat  on  irrigated- farms  started 
the-  first  of  .  the  week.  Some  -wheat  on  -dryland  farms  will  be  ready  for  harvest  with¬ 
in  a  few. days. 

CARBON :  .  Light  showers  reported  during  the  week  on  three  days  in  Belfry  area,  and 
^  two  days  in  Red  Lodge  area.  Cooler  temperatures  reported,  ranging  from 
47°  to  24°;  precipitation  .1C  inch.’  Farmers  making  a  start  on  wheat  cutting  over 
the  entire  county.  Grain  not  puite  so  ripe  in  Luther  area  where  much  of  the  grain 
is  lodge-d.  Some  of  the  first  crop  being  threshed  at  present  time.  Wheat  of  very 
good  quality.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  in  progress.  Feed  sunplies  plentiful.  Stock 
in  very  good  shape.  Range  grasses  maturing,  and  ranges  well  s-eeded.  Farm  labor 
scarce. 

CASCADE :  C^ol,,  cloudy  weather  has  been  of  considerable  aid  to  crops  the  past  week, 

with  a  few  scattered , sj.owers  adding  some  moisture.  Winter  wheat  harvest 
well  under  way  and  yields  range  from  2  to  20  bushels  per  acre.  This  apolies  only 
to  the  small,  per  cent  of  v/inter  wheat  which  remains  for  harvest.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  wheat  crop  will  be  between  20  to  3^  Psr  cent  of  normal.  Crops  seeded  late 
in  June  not  coming  through  as  expected,  and  only  small  •*''er  cent  of  acreage  will  be 
harvested -for  grain.  -.Mustard  which  was  seeded  late  also -shows  very  poor  possibility 
of  producing  any  amount  of  crop-.  Crops  on  irrigated  land -are  in  excellent  condition 
and  will  produce  normal  yields.  Second  cutting  of  hay  is  being  put  up  in  many  sec¬ 
tions  with  good  yields  reported.  -  Summer  fallow  in  better  condition  than  any  recent 
year.  Livestock  in  good  condition  with  amule  forage  and  grass  available.  -No  -damage 
from  insects  has  been  reported,-  as  complete  control  has  been  obtained  through  the 
application  of  poison  to  both  grasshopoers  and  crickets  and-, the  grasshopper- popula¬ 
tion  has  diminished  to  a  place  where  no  damage  v/ill  be  done.  This  decrease,  in  oom- 
lat  ion  is  due  to  both  poisoning  operations  last  year  and  this,  and  to  a  heavy  mortal 
ity  due  to  natural  causes.  -  •  ,■ 

CHOUTEAU : .  Dry  hot  weather  has  prevailed  throughout  the  week,  with  some  scattered 
-showers.  Winter  wheat  harvest  getting  un-ier  way  with  very  short  yields, 
but -quality  is  good.  Spring  wheat  fields  are  ripening  fast  and  the  dry  hot  weather 
tends  to  reduce  yields.  A  large  per  cent  of  the  land  rut  into  crops  last  spring 
will- -not' be  harvested,  and  it  is  estima.ted  that  about  15^  to  20^  normal  wh.eat  pro¬ 
duction  will  be  harvested.  No  improvement  in  range-,  conditions .  Hopper  infestation 
widely  scattered  and  not  serious.  Crickets .  well  lunder  control.  ,  - 

CUSTER  -  BQWDER  R I7ER :  Continued  warm  weather  with  no  precipitation.  Harvest  of 

grain  and  hay  continues  in  irrigated  areas,  with  yields 
fair  to  good.  Other  irrigated  crops  continue  to  make  good  growth.  Practically 
no  harvest  an  dry  land.  Ranges  drying  and  need  rain,  but  grass  curing  and  suffic¬ 
ient  feed. .still  available.  All  stock  gaining  and  in  thrifty  .condition.  Insect 
damage  subsided. 

DAN lEL S :  No  precipitation.  Russian  thistles  attaining  fair ' growdh .  Some  feed 

crops  were  planted  in  the  last  two  weeks,  but  it  is  questionable  if  any¬ 
thing  but  pasture  will  result.  Pastures  did  not  Respond  to  rains  as  much  as  expec¬ 
ted  and  grass  growth  is  very  slow.  Livestock  movements  out  of- county  slowed  up 
considerably  with  the  hope  that  late  forage  crops  would  produce  some  feed.  Nearly 
all,  farmers  and;  farm  laborers  in  need  of'  employment. 

DAWSON:  Weather  seasonable  throughout  week.  Harvesting  gene-ral  throughout  county, 
with  bulk  of  cutting  being  done  with  hea-der .  Crops  'will  produce  seed,  an-d 
Over  scatcered  areas  somewhat  more.  Livestock  making  seasonal  development,  with 
producers  in  northern  end  of  co^anty  beginning  to  consider  some  fall  movement. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  Precipitation  past  week  r'.2l  -inch.  Slightly  cooler  weather. 

Grains  filling  good.  Harvest  about  half  done.  Grasshopper  damag. 
very  be  avy  in  sections.  Late  seedings  shov/ing  good  stand.  Corn  prospects  good, 
especially  for  fodder.  Livestock  condition  good.  Snortage  of  harvest  hands. 

FERGUS  :  Hot  and  dry  during  week.  Curing  wheat  ripening  rapidly  during  hot  weather 
with  some  decrease  in  yield  due  to  this  condition.  Winter  wheat  harvest 
-mder  way,  with  some  fair  yields  reported,  although  yields  generally  poor.  .Livesto 
making  satisfactory  gains.  Plenty  of  grass  and  water  to  carry  them  'ontid  marketing 
time. 

(Continued  oa  Page  2.) 
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G-ALLATIE i  Weather  cooler;  increased  ambiint  of  wind  and  increased  mimher  of  local. 

shov'ers.  some  of  which  haTe  had  a  trace  of  hail,  with  no  damage  reported. 
Grain  har'-est  of  winter  wheat  continues  with  binders.  , Combining will  start. .first 
of  next  week.  Grain  ripening  slowly  and' naturally  with  excellent  yield  prospects. 
Canning  pea  harvest  nearing  completion.  Second  cutting. of  hay  being  made.-  Timothy 
hay  als^'  being  harvested.  Irrigated  pastures  and  a  large  percentage  of  the’dry  land 
past-'cres  continue  in  excellent  shape,  giving  a  longer  pasture  season  this  year  than 
m.any  years  previous. 

GAPJIELD  -  PETROLEUM:  Generally  warm,  dry,  and  clear,  with  scattered  showers  and 

co'oler  at  end  of  week...  Considenable  variation  in  growing' 
conditions  due  largely  to  the  criss-crossing  of  showers,  .and  a  ..scett’ered  -lo  cat  ion- 
of  areas  where  m-^isture  has  been  more  favorable.  Few  scattered  fields  of  sp-ring 
wheat  being  headed  v/ith  prospects  for  two  to  five,  bushels  of  fair  seed.  Other 
fields  that  v/ill  produce  feed  gen'-rally  harvested  hy  mowing  ■  to  get  all  thistles 
and  greatest  amount  of  forage.  This  harvest  taking  place  on  nearly  25^  of  the 
seeded  acreage.  At  least  of  the  corn  and  other  feed  crops  seeded  show  good 
prospects  for  some  feed,  especially  in  areas  where  recent  moisture  has  become  avail¬ 
able.  These  crops’  are  not  normally  advanced  because  of  late;pess  of  seeding  and 
lack  of  moisture.  Condition  of  all  livestock  reported  as  about  average.  Very  lit¬ 
tle  movement  of  stock  as  yet.  In  some  areas  folks  are  beginning  to  look  for  addi¬ 
tional  pasture.  Somie  livestock,  will,  pass ibly  change  hands 'within  the  area. 

GLAC lER :  Earlier  part  of  week  rather  warm;  latter  part  cooler.  General  growing 
conditions  good.  'Slight  showers  Friday,  and  several  scattered  rains 
throughout  the  week.  Wild  hay  crop  quite  good  this  year  as  compared  with  the  last 
few  years,  and  the  majority  of  wild  hay.  is  now  being  stacked.  Some  early  oats  be¬ 
ing  harvested  and  wheat  crop  looks  excellent..  ’'.Vheat  heads  are  a.bout  one-fourth 
filled  and  on  some  of  the  drier  areas  in  the  county  they  are  quite  well  advanced. 
Gardens  and  other  crops  in  extremely  good  shape.  Because  uf  the  abundance . of .good 
feed  and  grass,  livestock  in  very  good  condition. 

HILL :  -  Precipitation  of ’about  C.05  inch  has  -been  of  considerable  benefit  to  late 
sown  grain  and ’brought  about  more  normal  conditions  for  rinening  of  early 
grain.  Ea,rly  feed  cro'ps  have  b'ee.n  cut  during  pa.st  week  and  general  heading  of  grain 
will  start  next  week.  Range  conditions  fair  to  .good,  and  livestock  in  good  condi-  . 
tion. 

JUDITH  BASIN :  Local  showers  Vifednesday.  ’■ifind.  velocity  moderate.  W'inter  wheat  har¬ 
vest  started;  yields  very  low.  Spring  wheat  will  be  harvested  late. 
Only  about  3C^o  of  the  planted  acreage  is  expected  to  oe  harvested  in  the  county. 

Late  spring  wheat  will  make  hay  on  about  50%  of  the  acreage.  Crickets  threaten  . 
heavy  damage  in  northwestern  hortion.of  county.  Range  extremely  short  except-  in. 
high  mountain  areae  ”and  low  bottom  land;  mqst  of  the  foothills  are  brown.  Shinping 
of  livestock  will  start  soon.  V/inter  feed  exfrem.ely  short.  About  50%  of  the  farm¬ 
ers.- will  need  aid  or  work  this  fall  and  winter. 

LAKE :  Scattered  showers  helped  potatoes  and  beets,  ’i'/intpr  grain  and  peas  being 

harvested.  -Some  spring  grains  lodged  because  of  showers..  Beets  and  potatoes 
making  good  growth.  Range  animals  in  good  condition  and"  plenty  of  feed.  Farm  live¬ 
stock  in  good  condition  but  pastures  are  getting  short.  Cricket  control  work  com¬ 
pleted  with  satisfactory  results.  Grasshopper.s  doing  damage  in  parts  of  county. 

LEUIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  Two  small  rauns  in  southern  end  of  Lewis  d  Clark  County 

Fairly  good  growing  conditions  during  week.  Eanly  qo- 
tatoes  in  Helena  Valley  yielding  good.  Combining  of  rye  and  winter  wheat  beginning 
gradually  in  East  Helena  area.  Second  crop  of  alfaUfa  generally  making  good  growth.. 
Some  fields  held  back  by'  grasshoppers.  A  sma..ll  amount  of  soring  grain  being  harves¬ 
ted  in  the  Helena  Val’ley.  Livestock  situation  good.  Some  range  a.reas  drying  fast.. 
Grasshopper  poisoning  is  diminishing.  .  .  ’ 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Several  showers  and  heavy  rains  fell  in  widely  scattered  . 

areas  during  week. ■  In  Silver  Star  area,  the  third  serious 
cloudburst  of  the  season  extended  earlier  damages 'to  roads,  iitches,  and  crops. 

Heavy  hailstorm  reported •  from  vicinity  of  Mammoth  in  South  Boulder  C’^nyon,  which 
was  not  in  a  farming  area.  ..  Growing  conditions  very  good,  with  ranges  still  holding 
some  of  their  green  color  even  though  there  were  some  drying  days  during  the  week. 
Harves.t 'of  v/inter  wheat  with  binders  and. some  early  nla-nted  spring  wheat  has  begun. 
Vlheat  not  ripe  enough  yet  to  be  combined.  Rains  again  delayed  haying  ever  a  large 
area.  Prospects,  for  second  orop  good  except  in  hopper  a.reas .  .Livestock  conditions 
are  still  very  fa.vorable,  with  ranges  in  better  condition  tha,n  t-heywere  any  time  in 
June,  in  spite  of  grasshoppers  and  Mormon  crickets. 

MEAGHER :  Scattered  showers;  temperatures  high.  Fa.ir  crops  of  alfalfa  and  timothy. 

Harvest  just  beginning,  power  ranges  curing  fast;  upper  ranges  green. 
Livestock  icing  very  v;ell.  Some  lambs  sold  at  S  to  9  cents.  Late  .sales,  in  1937  _ 
v/ool  at  31  bo  33  cents.  .Labor  demand  and  supply  about  equal.  Insect  damage  seriou.':' 
in  localities,  both  to.  crops  ani  range. 

MISSOULA:  Hot  and  dry  first  of  week;  cooler  end  of  week.  Few  sca,ttered  showers, 

but  not  enough  precipit.ation  to  benefi-t  crops.  Spring  grain  ripening. 
Harvesting  started  on  earlier  crops.  First  crop_  hay  practically  completed;  yields 
fair,  potatoes  and  sugar  beets  making  good  growth.  Sour  cherries  and  raspberries 
stil  coming  on  market;  good  yields.  Irrigation  water  plentiful  from  Missoula  Rive/ 
but  short  from  other  streams.  Mountain  ranges  holding  up  well,  pastures  generally 
shorter  than  normal. 
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MJSSELSHELL  -  GOLIEIT  VALLEY:  Continued  hot,  with  local  showers.  Some  very  heavy 

^  showers  in  some  sections  of  the  counties.  Winter 
wheat  harvest  in  full  swing.  Many  farmers  hare  reported  up  to  20  bushels  per  acre 
while  others  have  reported  as  low  as  2.-  bushels,.  Very  little  spring  wheat  will  he 
harvester.  Most  ,of  it  is  so  thin  and.  short  it  will  not  oay.  Emergency  feed  crops 
such  as  corn,  seem  to  he  advancing  quite  well.  Local  showers  have  aided  them  con- 
siderahly.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Plenty  of  feed  and  water. 

PAB,Ko  Showers  during  v/eek  with  gen'^' rally  warm  weather,  practically  all  of  first 
crop  of  alfalfa  hay  in  stack.  ,  Some- of  it  daily  damaged  hy  rains.  Winter 
grain  mostly,  in  the  shock -a,nd  binding  o.f  spring  grain  will  begin  next  week.  Live¬ 
stock  in  good  condition,  labor  balanced.  Grasshoppers  making  serious  inroads  on 
grain  and  checking  second  crop  -alfalfa. 

PHILLIPS :  Most  of  the  county  dry.  Shower  reported  in  southern  part  of  county. 

More  rain  needed  for  late  seeded  feed  croos.  Aporoximately  20^0  of  farm¬ 
ers  will- harvest  some  -grain.  Estimated  yields  will  run  from  2  to  1C  bushels. 

Valley  crops  good,  with,  sugar  beets  about  aver-'-ge.-  Livestock  condition  good.  Range 
fair;  v,rater  plentiful  in  most  sections.  Winter  feed  prospects  bet-.-er  than  last 
year  except  in  northeast  corner. of  county.  .  .  ' 

POroERA:  Good  shov/ers  Vifecinesday  and  Friday  nights  of  this  week  ccver-ing  main  sec¬ 

tion  of  county  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  Balance  of  days  cool  and 
breezy.  ,  Showers  materially  aided  approximately  8,130  acres  of  reseeded  wheat  and 
improved  grain  ah-i  hastened  the  ripening  cC  oats  and  barley.  It  also  will  help  to 
fill  heads  on  early  seeded  grain  now  standing.  .  peed  crops  as  ■  well  as  wheat  and 
commercial  cash  crops  were  benefitted.  The  rain  increased  mo.isture  reserves  on  all 
recently  worked  summer  fallow  that,  was  hardened  by  previous  rains  and- cloudbursts . 
Considerable  range  and  non-crop  pasture  land  was-  naturally  reseeded  by  the  maturity 
cf  Buffalo  and  Gramma  grasses,  chiefly,  together  wdth  the  v;estern  wheat  and  rye 
grasses .  ,  •  ■  ■ 

,  f  ‘  •• 

PRAIRIE ;  No  precipitation;  weather  hot.  Crops  ripening  ranidly.  Weeds  on  range 
have  all  dried  up.  Thistles  cured  green  before  ripening,  'western  part 
of  county  dry  and  entire  county  infested  with  grasshoppers.  Livestock'  cont inues  to 
improve  in  condition  despite  insects  and  flies. 

RICHLAIIT);  po  precipitation;  hot  and  dry  entire  week.  No  crop's  in  dryland  area 

except  for  a  few  scattered  fields.  Crops  in  irr iga’ted 'valley  good  except 
where  grasshoppers  and  army  worms  have  done -soiie  damage .'  Some  livestock  being  ship¬ 
ped  out  but  due  to  the  improvement  of  ranges  two  weeks  ago  by  the  moisture  received 
then,  sheepmen  are  n'ot  s'hip'-'ing  as  heavy  as*  expected.'  '  Many  dryland  farmers  seeking 
emp>loyment  in  the  valley,  and  many  are  "waiting,  for  employment  by  the  W-P-A-  Some 
grasshopper  damage  in  irrigated  areas.  Army  worm  situation  has  improved  consider¬ 
ably.  •  ■  ■ 

ROOSEVELT  :  Local  light  showers  We-dnesiay;  mo  ierately^  warm  temperatures.  Weather 
conditions  favorable  for  growth'.  . Considercable  summerfallowing  has 
been- done  in  east  and  central  part  ,of  county,  but  drawing  to:-a  close  latter  part  of 
week.  Harvest  limited  to  only  a  few  fieEds  In  the  county  being  harvested  for  seed. 
Grasshoppers  damaging  r-a.nges,  feed  crops,  and  some  small  irrigated  pa'tches  •  along 
Missouri,  poisoning  greatly  increased  during  week.  L.ivestcck  situa.tion  unchanged. 
Seme  grass  growth  in  scattered  sections  of  county,  but  a.  large  part  of  the  north¬ 
western  section  did  not  receive  enough  moisture  from  recent  'rains  to  benefit  range. 
Farmers  anxieus  to  get  work. 

ROSEBUL Weather  hot  most  of  week.  Spotted  showers -over  county  Thursday  replenish¬ 
ed  water  holes,  and  helped  range  feefi-.in.-some  areas.  I)ryland  grain  harvest 
about  two-thirds  completed.  Eair  yields  reported  from  few  isolated  areas.  Crop  in 
general  ,very  light.  ,  High  percentage  ,0 f  wheat  acreage  either  abandoned  or  cut  for 
Hay.  Heavy  yield  cf.wild  hay  being  cut  in  Tongue  River  area..  Livestock  doing  well 
throughout  county.  Range  grass  cured  prematurely  in  some  areas. 

SANI-ERS  :  Rrecipi  ta,t  ion  0 . 19  inch.  Generally  clear,  with  s-^attered  local  showers. 

Continued  dry  weather.  Very  little  crop  growth  except  under  irrigation. 
Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  pract ically.  completed,,  v/ith  about  5.^^  normal  crop. 

Spring  grain  being  harvested;  very  short  and  low  yield  p.ccount  of  low  moisture  con¬ 
ditions.  Water  supply  for  irrigation  running  v^^ry  low.  Seed  peas  being  harvested 
with  fair  yield.  Alfalfa  and  clover  seed  fields  setting  nicely,  with  prospect  for 
good  yields.  Livestock  in  good  cord  it  ion.  Heavy  shipments  to  market.  Higher 
range  holding  up  well.  Quite  a  number  of  forest  fires  from  lightning,  but  of  minor 
importance. 

SHERJTM :  Local  showers  throughout  the  county,  with  some  hail  in  a  small  area. 
Continued  hot  weather.  Thistles  developing  rapidly.  Emergency  crops 
do  not  give  much  promise  of  developing  to  any  great  extent.  Grasshoppers  continue 
to  be  an  important  factor  in  destroying  late  crops.  Some  movement  of  livestock  out 
of  the  county  continues.  Continued  need  for  ’work  relief  exists. 

3T ILL WATER :  Weather  generally  hot.  Scattered  showers  in  county  and  some  hail. 

Grain  ripening  fast  and  harvest  in  full  swing.  Some  damage  from  in¬ 
sects  and  drouth,  but  crop  conditions  better  than  for  some  years.  Livestock  in 
good  condition.  No  surplus  of  labor. 

f Continued  on  Page  4.^ 
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SUN  RlilSR  lERI  OAT  ION  PR0J5CT :  Light  showers  latter  part  if  week.  Crops  continue  in 

good  shape.  Some  second  cutting  alfalfa  starting, 
pea  harvest  will  start  in  few  lays,  pastures  getting  dry. 

S’tTSSL' GRASS  :  precipitation  '^.2)  inch.  Growing  conditions  for  irrigated  crops  good. 

Alfalfa  hay  all  in  stack.  Native  and  tame  hay  harvest  under  w'ay  with 
good  yields,  pall  rye  mostly  harv‘~-sted  for  hay;  halance  in  shock.  Winter  wheat 
harvest  under  way,  with  small  acre  yields.  Spring  grains  under  irrigation  excellent, 
with  some  insect  dam.age.  Harvest  two  to  three  weeks  away.  Suring  grains  on  dry 
land  suffering  for  want  of  nristure  with  prisnects  of  better  yields  over  winter 
grains.  Livestock  improving  on  good  range. 

T3T0M :  Scattered  showers  throughout  the  county  on  Wednesday  night,  but  moisture 
not  sufficient  to  be  of  material  oenefit.  Saturday  morning  ').5^  inch  of 
precipitation  was  recorded  at  Choteau.  The  rain  extended  eastward  as  far  as  putton. 
R<^cent  rains  v/ill  be  of  some  help  to  latb  crops.  Harvesting  of  wild  hay  is  in  full 
swing,  with  yields  running  around  I5  to  JOfo  no'rm.al .  This  past  week  th^'  range  has 
dried  up  considerably;  however,  the  recent  rain  will  improve  conditions.  Livestock 
fair  to  good. 

TOOLE :  Hot  and  dry, most  of  week.  Scattered  light  showers  latter  part.  .Continued 
dry  weather  in  most  of  county  has  reduced  yield  of  wheat,  but  practically 
all  farmers  are  ercpecting  some  crop.  Considerable  small  grains,  principally  barley, 
rye,  and  cats,  are  being  cut  for  hay  at  the  present  time.  A  few  places  are  expect¬ 
ing  tc  harvest  wheat  in  about  a  week,  but  most  of  the  harvesting  v/ill  be  later. 

All  livestock  in  good  shape:  plenty  of  grass,  , 

VALLEY :  Past  week  clcudy  and  windy,  with  three  very  v/arm  days.  Trace  of  prec.ipita-  • 
tion  along  Milk  River  only,  pry  land  areas  receiving  none.  Beets  coming  . 
along  very  good  at  this  time.  Alfalfa  is  practically  ready  for  second  cutting. 

Some  fields  «f  irrigated  wheat  will  be  ready  for  harvest  within  rext  few  days.:  A  ' 
few  dryland  fields  are  being  harvested  at  t id  s'  time,  particularly  in  the  low  spots. 

No  entire  fields  will  be  harvested  on  dry  land  area.s .  Many  cutting  and  salvaging 
their  wheat  a.nd  oat  fields  fc  r  some  feed.  Thistles  making  it  possible  for  them  to 
get  this  feed.  Corn  in  the  irrigated  se'cticn  is  showing  up  very  good  the  last  ten 
days.  Livestock  holding  their  own;  very  few  moving  at  this  time. 

VJIEATLANl ;  Hot  and  dry  fir.st  part  ef  week;  latter  part  scattered  showerst’  cool  tem¬ 
peratures.  'uVinter  vvheat  harvest  started- tnis  week  in  .4merican  Pork  area. 
Cutting  of  first  crop  of  alfalfa  in  the  county  completed,  and  harvesting  of  wild  hay 
started.  Some  lambs  have  been  contracted  during  -the.  week.  ■ 

WIBAUX : '  No  precipitation:  v'arm  wea.ther.  Grasshopper  poisoning  campaign  still  on, 
but  hoppers  flying  in  so  fast  that  poisoning  is  very  ineffective.  Hoppers 
cutting  heads  on  crops  left  for  grain.-  Very  small  percentage  of  county  acreage  be¬ 
ing  cut  for  grain.  Fields  cut  for  grain  will  have 'a  very  low  yield  per  acre.  Live¬ 
stock  in  north  half  of  county  is  going  out  fast.  Several  -cars  shipped  this  week. 
Grasshoppers  are  taking  range  in  entire  county. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Pre'c  ipitat  ion  0  .  iS  inch;  weather  general'ly  cooler,  with  growing  .condi¬ 
tions  excellent,  pryland  areas  -in  the  midst  of  winter  wheat  harvest  | 

with  practically  all  sections,  gett  ing  from  10  to  30  bushels  'per  acre,  with_  the  ex- 
'^eption  of  the  northv^est  section  which  has  no  crop.  In  the-  irrigated  areas,  farmers  : 
are  busy  putting  ujj  second  crop  if  alfalfa,  which  is  good  with  the  exception  of  that  I 
under  the  B-  L-  &  I-  ditch,  and  haying  about  half  completed.  Beans  and  beets  in 
excellent  .shape.  Spring  wheat  harvest  also  under  way  in  irrigated  areas,  with  yields  | 
running  from  30  to  bushels.  .  Gardeners,  sell  ing  cr^ns  iderable  produce,  but  is  a  | 

little  later  than  usual.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Range  all  in  good  shape. 

Local  rains  and  showers  in  range  areas  freshened  up  since  ra,ins.  Most  lambs  contrac¬ 
ted  at  from  S  to  S-k-^ .  Cricket  program  tapered  down,  with  crickets  considerably  j 

less  than  a  few  weeks  previous.  Grasshoppers  moving  in  from  dry  land  areas,  but  as' 
yet  have  not  done  very  nr i.ch  damage  in  irrigated  areas.' 
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Mostly  hot  and  dry  weather  prevailed  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  State  until 
the  closing  two  days  of  the  past  week,  when  conditions  became  cooler  and  unsettled, 
j  and  some  scattered  showers  which  were  too  light  to  be  of  benefit  were  received. 

Hot,  withering  winds,  accompanied  by  some  soil-blowing,  occurred  on  the  5th  and  6th 
!  in  east  central  and  northeastern  localities.  Growing  conditions  during  week  were 
I  more  favorable  in  the  western  half  of  the  State,  with  beneficial  showers  occurring 
!  only  in  scattered  areas  west  of  the  Divide. 

I  Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  was  nearing  completion  in  some  areas,  while  in 

others  operations  are  well  under  way.  More  than  half  of  the  crop  was  already  har- 
vested  in  the  eastern  and  southern  areas.  Irrigated  areas  are  harvesting  a  heavy 
(  crop  of  grain.  Harvesting  of  spring  wheat  with  binders  is  also  in  progress,  but 
I  combining  is  not  yet  general  in  the  northern  counties,  where  cool  weather  prolonged 
I  the  ripening  period.  Hot  winds  in  the  eastern  and  northeastern  parts  of  the  State 
j  brought  the  growing  season  nearer  to  the  close,  and  depreciated  late  seeded  seed 
crop  prospects.  Grasshoppers  in  these  latter  areas  continued  to  further  reduce 
yields  in  standing  grain.  Reported  yields  of  dry  land  wheat  range  from  1  to  5 
bushels  in  the  less  favored  areas  to  8  to  12  bushel  averages  in  the  more  favored 
sections.  The  harvest  of  crested  wheat  grass  is  under  way,  with  fair  seed  yields 
reported.  A  start  on  the  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  hay  was  made  during  the  past 
week.  Harvest  of  the  big  wild  hay  crop  was  resumed  in  the  Rig  Hole  Basin  area, 

.  after  some  delay  caused  by  hail  and  rains  during  the  previous  week.  Dry  land  areas 
continued  the  harvest  of  marginal  grain  fields  and  thistle  growth  for  hay.  Grass 
and  weed  growth  on  ranges  continued  to  show  improvement  in  all  except  eastern 

and  northeastern  areas,  where  hot  winds  cured  the  grass  and  thistles  and  stopped 
further  growth.  Grasshoppers  have  done  heavy  damage  to  ranges  in  northeastern  and 
!  eastern  coimties. 

I  Movement  of  livestock  to  sales  rings  and  markets  was  reported  from  Wibaux 

and  surrounding  northern  counties,  and  from  the  Fergus  and  Judith  Basin  county  area. 
Range  feed  as  well  as  feed  crops  in  these  areas  are  short,  and  stockmen  prefer  to 
I  ship  while  the  stock  is  still  in  good  flesh.  The  balance  of  cattle  movement  was 
;  normal,  and  consists  mainly  of  fat  grass  cattle  from  western  counties  and  odd  lots 
;  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  Lambs  contracted  during  the  week  went  at  prices  rang- 
I  ing  from  8  to  8  3/^  cents  and  up.  Demand  for  ewe  lambs  was  strong.  V/ool  activity 
j  has  tapered  off  during  recent  weeks.  Water  holes  and  reservoirs  as  a  rule  are  sup- 
I  plying  adequate  supplies  of  stock  water.  Irrigation  water  supplies  from  streams  are 
i  ample,  in  all  areas  except  parts  of  Beaverhead  County,  where  the  second  cutting  of 
tame  hay  will  be  dependent  on  the  rainfall  received. 

I  precipitation  records  for  the  growing  season  (April  1  to  July  J,!,  inclusive) 

j  show  that  the  greatest  deficiencies  of  rainfall  as  conpared  with  normal  exist  in  a 
i  large  area  of  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State,  with  smaller  deficiencies  found 
in  the  area  comprised  by  the  counties  of  Judith  Basin,  parts  of  Cascade,  Teton, 

!  Chouteau,  Fergus,  Wheatland,  and  Golden  Valley.  The  lower  portion  of  the  Bitterroot 
Valley  west  of  the  Divide  is  also  considerably  drier  than  normal.  Reference  to  the 
precipitation  map  included  with  this  report  outlines  the  areas  showing  the  greatest 
'  and  least  amounts  of  rainfall  received  during  the  growing  season. 

TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  WEEK  END ING  AUGUST  10,  1937 


Sunshine 

Precipitation  (inches 

and  hundredths) 

Temperature 

percent  of  Total 

Total  since 

Total  since  April  1 

Stat  ion 

Highest 

Lowest 

Po  ss ible 

This  week 

.  April  1 ,  1937 

to  Aug.  11,  1936 

Billings 

97 

53 

T 

6.92 

4.64 

Bozeman 

88 

45 

* 

0.02 

9.50 

4.52 

Cut  Bank 

85 

44 

* 

0.07 

6.50 

4.94 

Fort  peck 

98 

56 

* 

o.o4 

4.18 

2.25 

Glendive 

102 

50 

* 

0.02 

6.49 

4.80 

Great  Falls 

92 

53 

+ 

o.o4 

5.49 

4.44 

Havre 

94 

52 

86 

0.00 

7.o4 

3.40 

HELENA 

90 

53 

81 

o.i4 

5.14 

5.02 

Kali spell 

86 

48 

70 

0.17 

5.7s 

4.19 

Lewistown 

93 

3S 

o.o4 

6.52 

6.13 

Malta 

96 

45 

* 

T 

6.46 

3-19 

Miles  City 

100 

56 

92 

T 

6.62 

2.55 

Missoula 

90 

46 

76 

0.13 

3.67 

4.66 

poplar 

98 

51 

+ 

0.00 

5.29 

3-73 

*No  data. 
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Tiie  luxxowing  couiixy  SLUiuiiaxieb  ux  ci  up  uunaitxunb  xux  uixe  weexx  euaxiig  AU-g.  /, 
are-  furnished  through;  the  courtesy  of  Jjirector,  J  •  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVEEH-EAD '•  First  part  of  week  much  cooler;  light  snow,  in  higher  sections  of 

county;  light  frosts  reixorted;-  not  much  precipitation;  drying  winds. 
Several  wild  hay  crops  reported  damaged  hy  hail  in  Big  Hole  district;  haying  opera¬ 
tions  resumed  in  wild  hay  sections.  Livestock  in  good  condition;  ranges  improved 
hy  light  snows;  activity  in  wool  and  lambs  slow. 

Big  HORN :  Scattered  showers  early  in  the  week  have  been  followed  by  extremely  warm*' 
weather.  growing , condit ions  were  not  so  favorable.  About  6o^  of  winter 
wheat  and  4o^  of  the  spring  wheat  already  harvested.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa 
under  my.  Cultivated  crops  doing  well,  including  sugar  beets,  beansv  corn,  and 
potatoes.,  Range  ripening  and  cattle  in  good  shape.  A  few  shipped  to  market. 

CARBON ;  Light  showers  Saturday  over  most  of  the  county.  Weather  hot  and  dry,  with, 
hot  winds.  Combining  of  dry  land  whea-t.  greater  portion  of  grain  already 
cut.  Second  cutting  of  hay  being  conpileted  in  most  sections,  with  good  yields, 

plenty  of  irrigation  water  available.  Fair  to  good  yields  from  grain  harvest.  Some 

damage  through  crickets  reported.  Livestock  in  fa,ir  condition.  Range  conditions 
good.  Farm  labor  scarce. 

CASCADE ;  good  rains  last  Sunday,  August  1,  iiT5)roved  prospects  for  harvesting  some 

crops  from  late  seedings,  although  at  best  those  will  be  very  light.  Har¬ 

vesting  of  winter  wheat  continues.  Summerfall.cw  for  fall  seeding  is  in  better  con¬ 
dition  than  it  has  been  for  the' last  four  years.  Second  cuttin.g  of  a,lfalfa  started. 
Crop  prospects  on  irrigated  land  best  in  years.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

Labor  situation  normal. 

CHOUTEAU :  Continued  dry,  witn  scattered  s’ncwers  up  to  0.80  inch  in  some  localities. 

One  hot  day.  Winter  wheat  harvest  in  full  swing,  -  vxith  some  spring  wheat 
also  being  ha.rves-ted  with  headers.  Y/inter  wheat  running  from  8  to  10  bushels  and 
down.  Spring  wheat  running  around  5  por  acre.  There  Is  .a  total  failure  in  some 
areas,  where  even  a  poor  stand  of  thistle  is  the  only  covering.  Range  continued 
dry.  some  need  for  government  projects,  grasshopper  infestation  light  and  scattered. 
Crickets  are  slowing  down  in  movement,  .but  a  few  crews  are  at  work  in  some  areas  in 
the  Highwood  and  other  areas. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RI'V'ER:  Heavy  rain  Sunday  afternoon,  with  high  wind  and  some  hail 

doing  severe  damage  to  grain  and  forage  crops  in  irrigated 
area  near  Miles  City.  Hail  also  damaged  some  sugar  beet  crops.  Total  precipitation 
1.26  inches,  with  I.09  inches  falling  in  ten  minutes.  Haying; continues  in  range 
area  under  flood  systems.  Some  dry  land  gra,in  crops  being  harvested  in  southern 
Powder  River  County.  AH  stock  do  in,..'-  \¥ell .  grass'  and  water  ample.  Weedy  ranges 
burning.  ■  . 

DANIELS  :  One  inch  of  precipitation  fell  over  most  parts  of  the  county  Sunday.  Tem¬ 
peratures  remaining  high  most  of  the  v;eek.  Russian  thistles  being  put  up 
for  hay.  grasshoppers  damaging  late-  planted  feed  crops.  No  harvest  of  late  feed 
crops  expected.  Pastures  in  somewhat  better  cenditio-n,  relieving  livestock  feed  sit¬ 
uation  temporarily.  Several  farmers  seeking  enploym'.-nt  outside  of  county.  W.P-A- 
quota  will  not  absorb  all  labor  requirements.  Wo;bworms  are  prevalent.  No  damage  to 
be  done  except  tc  Russian  thistles. 

DAWSON :  Quite  a  violent  dust  storm  Sunday,  with  balance  of  week  dry  and  warm. 

Harvesting  under  way,  with  grain  prospects  looking  less  promising  than  gen¬ 
erally  expected,  due  tc  the  grasshopper  damage.  H''jppers  and  blister  beetles  doing 
considerable  damage  tc  fields  and  gardens.  ,  , 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  No  precipitation  recorded  for  past  week;  d.rying  winds.  Early 

crops  past  all  danger,  porage  -^reps  and  late  seedings  need  mois¬ 
ture.  ,  grasshopper  damage  still  going  cn.  Corn  is  in  good  shape,  but  damage  done 
from  now  cn  will  d-cpend  cn  grasshopper  activity.  Range  and  pastures  curing  in  good 
shape.  Reservoirs  still  have  water.  Livestcck  in  good  condition.  Shortage  of 
labor  not  as  acute  as  previously. 

FERgUS  :  Hot  and  dry  during  week.  Some  local  showers  over  ccunty  Sund.ay  morning. 

Wheat  harvest  well  under  way.  Territory  tributary  tc  Denton  may  have 
300,000  bushels  wheat  or  about  cne-half  crop.  Other  sections  will  ria,ve  less.  East 
and  north  part  of  ccunty  will  have  very  little  grain.  Hoppers  have  done  some  dam¬ 
age,  but  not  in  comparison  to  the  n'uin'ter  of  hoppers  ,  present .  Seme  livestock  moving 
to  market.  Most  stock  in  good  ccnditicn.  VYater  and  feed  v/ill  be  sufficient  to 
marketing  time.  Estimate  that  a.bout  ^Cfo  of  remadning  stock  can  be  wintered  in  county 
50^  will  go  tc  market.  Hoppers  laying  eggs. 

CALL  AT  IN :  No  precipitation.  Cool  forepart  of  week;  warmer  latter  part.  Crain  har¬ 
vest  comtinues.  Work  principally  being  done  v;ith  binders,  grain  generall, 
still  too  green  for  combining,  although  seme  fields  being  harvested  by  this  method. 
Harvesting  of  second  cutting  of  hay  continues.  Peas  ripening  rapidly,  prospects  of 
high  grain  yields  being  realized  and  considerable  trouble  being  experienced  on  fields 
under  irrigation  in  harvesting  ba.dly  lodged  grain.  Livestock  condition  excellent. 

gARFIELD  -  PSTROLEUIv! ;  Light  preciaita-t  ion .  general  growing  conditi^'ns  fair.  Forage 

curing  very  ranidly;  in  need  of  moisture.  Harvesting  well 
under  way  or  entirely  completed.  Most  small  grain  tc  be  used  for  hay.  Small  grain 
to  be  threshed  will  average  1  tc  5  I'^-^shels  per  acre.  Livestock  in  fair  shape. 

Large  percentage  cf  stock  to  be  marketed  d.ue  to  shortage  of  winter  feed. 

B-LACIER:  Co  cl  with  few  local  showers  in  the  last  half  of  the  week.  Soil  moisture 
conditions  are  fair,  no  killing  frosts  reported  a.s  yet.  Hay  practically 
all  cut  and  second  crop  cf  alfalfa  coming  along  in  very,  good  shape.  The  wheat  fields 
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GLACIER :  (Cont'd.)  show  signs  of  turning.  Some  early  harvest  reports  show  8  bushel 

on  winter  wheat  stubbled  in,  and  10  bushel  of  spring  whea.t  on 
fields  that  were  rather  oadly  burnt.  Indications  are  that  generally  harvest  will 
etart  in  about  ten  days  or  two  weeks.  Feeds  are  rather  plentiful  and  there  are  some 
requests  for  hay  and  livestock  marketing  information.  Livestock  are  in  excellent 
'Condition.  Some  lambs  and  cattle  have  oeen  shipped  and  additional  buyer  demand  still 
exists . 

KILL  :  .30  inch  precipitation  for  the  past  week.  Precipitation  during  the  past  week 

has  improved  the  conditions  dflate  sown  grain,  corn,  and  late  m  rage  crops. 
Continued  cool  weather  and  light  rains  have  delayed  ripening  of  the  grain  and  as  a 
result,  harvest  has  been  set  back  a  few  days.  Grain  is  being  hpj'vested  with  headers. 
Combining  will  not  start  until  the  middle  of  next  week.  Slight  improvement  in  range 
conditions.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Labor  situation  balanced, 

JIJL)  ITH  BAS  IN :  Some  sca,ttered  diowers.  Temperatures  moderate;  frost  daring  night 

of  August  1.  Fall  wheat  harvest  well  under  way.  yields  running  from 
3  to  8  bushel  on  grain  being  haryested.  A  great  deal  of  the  fall  wheat  will  not  be 
harvested.  Crickets  doing  heavy  damage  in  northwest  part  of  county.  Soil  blowing 
moderate.  Weed  growth  heavy  and  in  ma.ny  cases  will  interfere  with  harvest.  Ranges 
exceptionally  short.  Heavy  shipments  of  livestock  expected.  Winter  feed  situation 
critical,  and  feeding  will  start  early.  Most  of  the  lambs  and  wool  contracted  or 
shipped.  Heavw'  demand  for  work  coming  from  farmers.  400  farmers  will  be  seeking 
employment  by  the  end  of  the  month.  Over  200  already  looking  for  work.  Between  200 
and  400  farmers  will  be  forced  to  ca.ll  for  relief  if  employment  is  not  a,vailable  in 
the  n ear  future. 

LAKE:  Light  to  heavy  rains  over  entire  county  first  part  of  week.  Weather . conditions 

favora,ble  for  crop  development.  Grain,  mustard,  pea,  and  second  crop  alfalfa 
harvest  in  full  awing,  yields  slightly  above  average  being  reported.  pota,toes  and 
beets  making  excellent  growth.  Clover  sned  setting  good,  with  prospects  for  good 
yields.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Grasshoppers  continue  to  migra-te  and  some  dam¬ 
age  being  done, 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROABV/ATER :  Scattered  rains  and,  in  general,  good  growing  and  har¬ 
vesting  wea,ther .  Winter  wheat  harvest  in  full  swing. 

Some  cutting  of  spring  grain,  yields  spotted  and  same  or  somewhat  higher  yields 
than  last  yea.r.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  appears  very  promising.  Recent  scattered 
rains  have  im.proved  ranges  in  some  areas,  and  while  the  grass  situation  is  somewhat 
spotted,  it  is  considerably  ahead  of  a  year  ago.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 
Practically  no  grasshopper  poisoning  being  done  in  either  county. 

MAD I SOW  -  JEFFERSON :  Heavy  showers  occurred  over  most  of  both  counties  last  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon  and  Sunday  morning,  giving  crops  the  first  soak¬ 
ing  they  have  had  at  this  season  of  the  year  in  several  years.  Temperature  moder¬ 
ately  warm  ajid  growing  conditions  good.  Haying  operations  have  been  extended  to 
include  wild  and  tame  meadow  hays.  First  cutting  of  alfalfa  is  all  in  the  stack, 
a  rd  the  prospects  for  a  good  second  cutting  look  more  promising  than  previously. 
Dryland  farmers  are  putting  their  combines  in  shape,  but  have  not  yet  st. anted  opera¬ 
tions.  Some  irrigated  barley  about  ready  to  cut,  but  as  a  rule  it  will  be  several 

days  before  harvesting  on  irrigated  land  will  get  under  way.  Very  favorable  in  near¬ 

ly  every  district.  Grasshoppers  are  damaging  the  range  in  eastern  Jefferson  County, 
and  near  Norris  and  Ennis.  More  good  men  could  be  used  if  they  were  available. 

MEAGHER:  One  _ rain.  Hail  in  south  portion  of  county.  Growing  conditions  good. 

Grain  harvest  well  along.  Second  crop  of  alfa,lfa  doing  fair;  good  if  get¬ 
ting  sufficient  water.  Wild  hay  harvest  well  begun;  fair  to  good  yields  reported. 

Hail  destroyed  hqy  crops,  grain  crops,  and  much  grass  on  two  ranches  near  Ringling. 
Serious  damage  on  other  ranches  east  as  far  as  Lennep.  Livestock  in  very  good  con¬ 
dition.  Good  portion  of  lambs  sold  at  8  to  8  3/4  cents  per  pound.  Few  cattle  sold 
yet.  Demand  for  labor  ahead  of  supply.  Blister  beetles  damage  to  gardens  continues. 

Crickets  beginning • egg  laying.  Hooper  damage  decreasing  a  little, 

MISSOULA:  Scattered  showers  first  of  week.  Cool  to 

moderate  temperature  for  week.  Frost  in  higher  elevations  first  of  week. 
Good  growing  conditions,  potatoes  and  beets  making  good  growth.  First  cutting  of 
hay  completed;  less  than  average  yields;  second  cutting  well  under  way.  Spring  grain 
is  being  harvested.  Some  winter  wheat  threshed;  yields  fair.  Livestock  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  Mountain  ranges  good.  Pastures  short. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  The  weather  was  cool  \intil  the  last  two ,  days  of  the 

week,  when  the  thermometer  rose  to  IO3 .  There  has  been 
no  rainfall  in  either  county  this  week.  Things  are  very  dry,  and  considerable  dust 
is  blowing.  The  growing  season  is  over,  and  harvest  is  in  full  swing  wherever  there 
will  be  a  honvest.  Most  of  the  spring  wheat  has  been  cut  for  hay.  The  livestock  are 
still  in  very  good  coniition. 

lark :  Cold  first  part  of  week;  warmer  latter  part.  Grain  ripening  very  fast  and 

spring  grain  harvest  beginning.  Livestock  in  gcod  condition.  Labor  situation 
balanced.  Cricket  poisoning  coming  to  a  close,  as  they  have  rea.ched  egg-laying  stage. 
Grasshoppers  doing  heavy  damage  in  northern  end  of  county,  but  poisoning  campaign 
practically  over. 

PH  ILL  IPS :  No  precipitation.  Hot,  moderate  winds.  Light  frost  reported,  but  little 
damage.  Combining  grain  started  in  various  dryland  sections,  with  light 
yields,  but  fairly  good  quality  reported.  Crops  in  va.l’’ ey  being  harvested  with  good  ■ 
yields  reported.  Corn  and  other  late  forage  crops  on  dryland  showing  effects  of 
drouth,  but  will  make  considerable  feed.  Range  in  fairly  good  shape,  and  condition 
of  livestock  good,  probably  no  need -to  ship  out  any  stock  before  normal  shipping 

(Continued  on  Page  3O 
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PONDERA;  Weather  hot  and  windy.  Light  shower  on  Saturday  of  this  week.  Rains  of 
the  past  two  prior  weeks,  averaging  1.10  inches  precipitation,  are  being 
reflected  through  general  improvement  in  crop  conditions  throughout  the  county, 
and  give  more  assurance  to  late  and  reseeded  crops.  Average  county  yield  now  estim¬ 
ated  at  approximately  12  bushels.  Hay  and  grass  crops  show  increased  growth  follow¬ 
ing  recent  general  rain  through  the  major  production  center  of  the  cOunty,  thus 
further  assuring  feed  reserves.  Harvesting  of  a  few  oat  fields  begun  on  a  few  dry 
land  benches.  Some  grain  fields,  together  with  Russian  thistles,  being  cut  for  hay. 
Crested  wheat  grass  stands  throughout  the  cornty  reported  good,  with  a  rather  high 
yield  of  seed  expected.  Harvesting  of  crested  wheat  grass  for  seed  nearly  completed. 
Lambs  selling  at  $8.00  to  $8.35  per  cwt .  Little  or  no  movement  of  livestock  this 
week  due  to  forage  reserves  responding  to  recent  rains. 

PRAIRIE :  Weather  warm  and  dry.  Severe  hail  storm  Sunday  evening,  which  crossed 

Ten  Mile  Bench  and  another  hail  storm  crossed  Sheep  Mountain  and  followed 
the  divide  and  crossed  southern  Bad  Route.  Four  feet  of  hail  was  washed  in  many 
of  the  reservoirs.  Strong  winds  of  Sunday  evenirg  damaged  stacks  of  hay  and  head¬ 
ings.  Harvesting  well  under  way,  with  yields  from  three  to  ten  bushels  per  acre. 
Grasshoupers  are  taking  their  toll,  and  reducing  wheat  yields.  Livestock  in  good 
condition.  Labor  supply  is  ample. 

RICHLAND :  I.05  inches  of  rain  fell  the  forepart  of  week,  with  hot  and  dry  weether 

continuing  throughout  the  rest  of  the  week.  The  hail  which  fell  did  con¬ 
siderable  damage  to  feed  crops  which  had  promised  a  small  amount  of  feed  in  the 
dryland  sections  of  the  county.  No  other  crops  to  any  extent  in  the  dryland.  Irri¬ 
gated  crops  in  good  condition,  with  farmers  beginning  their  second  cutting  of  alfal¬ 
fa  hay.  Although  grasshopper  and  army  worm  trouble  has  lessened  to  a  certain  extent, 
farmers  are  still  spreading  some  poison. 

ROOSEVELT ;  Local  showers  varying  from  nothing  to  three  inches  in  different  parts 

of  county.  Hail  destroyed  about  75  pe^  cent  of  the  crops  in  the  poplar 
area  of  irrigated  grain  crops,  and  in  the  east  Fro  id  area  of  feed  crops.  Hoppers 
and  sugar  beet  webworm.s  numerous.  Seme  hopper  poisoning  being  done.  Thistles  are 
being  harvested  for  feed  throughout  the  county.  Range  has  improved  somewhat  since 
recent  rains.  Continued  .need  for  work  relief.  Some  farmers  finding  employment  in 
harvest  fields  in  eastern  North  Dakota. 

ROSEBUD:  Thunder  shower  Sunday  brought  about  one  inch  of  moisture  to  central  part 

of  county.  High  temperatures  during  week  prevented  grass  and  late  crops 
from  benefitting  greatly.  Some  grain  and  thistles  on  dryland  still  being  cut  for 
feed.  Threshing  of  irrigated  grain  ■'onder  way,  with  good  yields  generally  reported. 
Second  crop  alfalfa  all  in  stack.  Dryland  corn  and  late  forage  crops  suffering 
from  lack  of  moisture  and  extreme  heat,  prospects  excellent  for  bumper  crops  of 
sugar  beets  and  irrigated  corn.  Livestock  in  excellent  shape  throughout  county. 
Reservoirs  and  natural  water  holes  all  supplying  abundant  wa,ter  for  the  present, 
prospects  good  for  ample  feed  supplies.  .  - 

SANDERS ;  Precipitation  O.5S  inch.  Good  rain  August  1  over  most  of  county;  balance 
of  week  clear  and  cool.  Harvest in,g  a.11  grain  crops  generally  completed? 
with  low  yields  but  .mostly  good  quality.  Threshing  just  starting.  Field  peas  in 
shock;  fair  crop.  Harvesting  of  second  cutting  alfalfa  strorting  on  irrigated  mead¬ 
ows,  with  very  little  on  dry  lands.  Truck  and  garden  crops  in  good  condition. 
Prospect  for  heavy  potato  and  fruit  crops.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Heavy 
marketing  of  range  cattle  and  lambs. 

SHERIDAN :  Rain  in  all  parts  of  the  county  during  the  'week,  varying  in  amounts  from 
a  tre.ee  to  about  an  inch  in  some  localities.  High  temperature  continues. 
High  temperatures  and  grasshopper  damage  have  prevented  the  development  of  emergency 
crops.  Sugar  beet  webworms  have  injured  the  tliistle  crop  to  a  large  extent.  Move¬ 
ment  of  livestock  to  market  and  to  pasture  continues.  Certification  of  a  limited 
number  of  farmers  to  W.P.A.  has  alleviated  the  need  for  work  relief  to  some  extent. 

ST ILLWATER :  Weather  generally  hot  and  dry.  Few  scattered  showers  and  lightening 
storms  over  county.  Harvest  in  full  swing.  Grain  ripening  fast. 

Very  good  yields  reported  on  irrigated  land.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  No 
surplus  labor. 

SWEETGPJlSS ;  Trace  of  precipitation.  Crops  maturing  rapidly  on  irrigated  lands 

'tc  hot  winds.  All  dryland  crops  harvested.  Harvesting  starting 
on  irrigated  grains;  good  yields  in  prospect.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  making 
good  growth.  Irrigation  water  from  seme  streams  getting  lew.  Ranges  showing  dam¬ 
age  from  grasshoppers,  approximately  50^. 

TETON:  O.69  inch  rain  received  since  last  report,  which  was  a  continuation  of  last 
rain,  bringing  the  total  for  the  31st  and  1st  up  to  1.43  inches. 

These  rams  revived  the  range  considerably.  Temperatures  for  the  past  week  have 
been  about  normal.  Harvest  oi  early  seeded  wheat  will  begin  this  next  week.  The 
ast  rain,  we  believe,  is  going  to  help  the  late  seeded  crops  to  fill;  however, 
weeds  seem  to  be  responding  better  than  the  crop.  Most  of  the  crops  were  too  far 
advanced  to  be  benefitted.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

TOOLE.  Y/eather  cool,  with  good  rains  over  most  of  the  county  the  forepart  of  week. 

.  Rains^  will  delay  harvesting  of  most  fields,  and  will  help  considerably  in 
wheat  in  the  later  fields.  Weed  crop  coming  on  will  make  harvesting 

n  1  improved  ranges.  All  cattle  in  good  shape.  Several  operators 

looking  for  ewe  lambs. 
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VALLEY :  The  Opheim  area  had  a  good  rain  Sunday  evening,  and  light  showers  occurred 
in  other  parts  of  the  northern  county.  A  light  frost  Sunday  evening  in 
the  opehim  area  nipped  tender  vegetables  and  in  some  cases  Russian  thistles.  Dry¬ 
land  conditions  show  no  improvement  the  past  week.  Irrigated  are$  are  looking  ^ 
very  good.  Spring  wheat  harvest  just  starting  in  the  irrigated  sections.  The  beet 
crop,  as  well  as  all  vegetables  in  the  irrigated  areas,  in  excellent  condition  at 
this  time.  Gardeners  in  the  Milk  River  Valley  area  are  beginning  to  sell  produce. 
Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  well  under  way.  Blue  joint  harvest  practically  completed, 
practically  no  livestock  moved  the  past  week.  Number  of  buyers  in  the  county,  but 
they  are  not  offering  very  much.  Very  few  lambs  have  been  sold  to  date,  and  those 
sold  at  around  Ranges  have  deteriorated  considerably  the  last  two  days,-  par¬ 

ticularly  Thursday,  due  to  the  hot  wind. 

WHEATLAND :  Local  showers  in  the  western  part  of  the  county  the  first  part  of  the 

week.  Spring  wheat  harvest  has  started.  Yields  will  be  very  low;  from 
two  to  five  bushels.  •  Hoppers  have  done  severe  damage  tc  the  range  in  the  south 
and  southwest  part  of  the  county. 

WIBAUX:  Heavy  storm  Sunday  evening,  August  1.  Hail  and  rain  in  northern  part  of 
county-k  No  precipitation  in  the  remainder  of  the  county.  Rain  badly 
needed  for  corn  and  other  late  emergency  feed  crops.  Some  combining  started,  with 
yields  of  one  to  three  bushels  reported.  A  few  a  little  bet::er.  Fifteen  carloads 
of  cattle  shipped  this  week.  Grasshoppers  still  are  very  bad.  Crops  are  being 
harvested  or  cut  for  hay  as  fast  as  possible.  Livestock  still  in  fairly  good  con¬ 
dition.  Surplus  of  labor. 

YELLOWSTONE ;  No  precipitation.  Cool  first  part  of  week.  Hot  and  windy  latter  part 
Harvest  all  over  county  in  full  swing,  with  some  threshing  already 
started.  Second  alfalfa  hay  crop  practically  all  put  up  in  irrigated  area,  with 
farmers  very  busy  irriga.ting  beets  and  beans.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Range 
in  good  shape,  practically  all  lambs  contracted.  Cricket  fighting  campaign  over, 
as  farmers  are  busy  harvesting. 


Helena,  Montana, 
August  11,  1937- 


This  map  shows  the  percentage  of  normal  precipitation 
OCCURRED  IN  MONTANA  during  the  first  rOUR  MONTHS,  APRIL  TO 
CLUSIVE,  OF  THE  \'j31  CROP  GROWING  S  ETi  ?0  N  . 


THAT  HAS 

July,  i n- 


THE  upper  OF  EACH  TYPED  PAIR  OF  FIGURES  INDICATES  THE  ACTUAL 
AMOUNT  OF  PRECIPITATION  THAT  OCCURRED  IN  THAT  RESPECTIVE  AREA  DURING 

THE  PERIOD  April  to  July;  the  lower  figure  of  the  pair  indicates  the 

NORMAL  PRECIPITATION  FOR  THE  SAME  PERIOD, 


EACH  LO  PER  CENT  OF  NORMAL. 
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EEFOllT  OF  WEATHEE  AKA  CROP  GONAITi:ONS  III  BlOIirAf 

For  the  Weeli  Eadhijj  Tuesday,  AiScjuct  17,  lAA 


issL’Qcl  Jointly  by  ike  Bureau  ct  liypfc’jltural  Eoononiico  ana  iho  Weatkor  Curaau, 
Cff/sss:  Fcurth  f  tosr,  Fadorai  Otfico  Bistidung,  Hciana,  Ficmana. 


The  week  was  warm  and  drv,  and  generally  favorable  for  haying  harvesting, 
and  threshing  operations,  as  well  as  for  the  maturing  of  irrigated  crops.  It 

was  unfavorable,  however,  for  the  growth  of  dry  land  pastures,  gardens,  corn,  and 

other  late  feed  crops,  which  are  generally  reported  in  need  of  good  rains.  Showers 
occurred  on  two  or  three  days  early  in  the  ;veek,  but  were  too  light  and  scattered 
to  directly  benefit  soils  and  crops  or  interfere  more  than  briefly  and  locally 
with  sea,sonal  harvesting  operations.  Temperatures  reached  maxima  as  high  or  high¬ 
er  than  during  the  preceding  two  weeks,  with  readings  in  excess  of  101°  recorded 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  on  the  13th,  lUth,  and  lyth. 

Harvesting  of  both  dry  land  and  irrigated  grain  crops  continued  to  make 
good  progress.  Winter  wheat  acid  rye  have  been  harvested,  as  well  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  spring  wheat  and  other  spring  grain  crop.  Late  irrigated  grains  are 
filling  and  ripening,  while  wheat  planted  in  north-central  sections  following  the 

drouth-breaking  rains  in  June  has  passed  the  blooming  stage  and  stands  a  good 

chance  of  maturing  before  frost.  Vifhile  good  yields  of  grain  have  been  reported  on 
drylands  in  Carbon  and  some  other  southern  and  v;estern  counties,  in  general,  dry 
land  yields  have  been  mostly  low.  Considerable  abandonment  of  dry  land  grain  has 
been  reported  from  eastern  counties  heretofore  considered  in  this  year's  production 
8.rea.  Some  fields  are  being  cut  only  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  seed.  Irriga¬ 
ted  grain  crops  have  yielded  well  so  far,  with  a  little  difficulty  experienced  in 
harvesting  where  fields  have  lodged.  Grain  fields  require  little  or  no  further 
irrigation.  The  supply  of  irrigation  water  for  pastures,  alfalfa,  and  gardens  is 
short  in  several  sections,  but  no  serious  shortage  exists,  peas  have  been  harves¬ 
ted,  and  some  of  the  crop  threshed  with  good  yields  except  in  the  Flathead  district. 
The  apple  crop  is  reported  in  good  condition.  Raspberries,  cherries,  and  late 
strawberries  are  being  marketed  in  the  west.  Sugar  beets  and  potatoes  continue 
showing  well. 

Ranges  are  generally  ample,  but  have  become  quite  dry.  Grass  in  most  areas 
is  cured  and  is  short  except  in  the  higher  eleva,tions.  Weedy  ranges  in  the  east 
have  burned  badly,  and  fall  and  winter  feed  here  and  in  the  northeastern  areas 
will  be  short.  In  most  of  the  southern  and  in  extreme  north  central  areas  of  the 
State,  where  the  drouth  of  a  year  ago  thinned  stands,  the  native  and  range  grasses 
are  seeding  well.  Hay  is  being  imported  into  northeastern  Montana  from  eastern 
North  Dakota,  and  early  use  of  roughage  and  concentrates  is  expected  in  some  of  the 
poor  feed  sections.  Farmers  continue  putting  up  thistles  for  hay.  Alfalfa  and 
clover  seed  is  setting  heavily  in  western  districts. 

Livestock  are  mostly  in  good  condition.  Some  are  being  moved  to  fall  and 
winter  grazing  areas.  Seasonal  shipments  are  under  way  in  many  sections,  but  fall 
movement  has  not  begun  yet.  Substantial  reduction  in  livestock  numbers  taking  place 
in  the  eastern  drouth  districts. 

flpasshopper  damage  to  range  grass  and  standing  grain  continued  in  eastern 
and  n ortheastern  drouthy  areas. 


TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  iVEEK  ENDING  AUGUST  17,  1937 


Sunshine  precipitation  (  inches  and  hundredths) 


Station 

Temperature 
Highest  Lowest 

^  of 
possible 

To  tal 
This  week 

Total  since 
.  April  1,  1937* 

Total  since 
to  Aug.  IS, 

Apr.l 

198b 

Billings 

100 

* 

0. 

■  03 

6.95 

4.94 

Bozeman 

8S 

46 

T 

9.50 

5. S3 

Cut  Bank 

88 

34 

0. 

.01 

6.51 

6.32 

Fort  peck 

97 

52 

* 

0 

.15 

4-33 

?-37 

Glen dive 

107 

49 

T 

6.49 

4.84 

Great  Falls 

94 

43 

* 

T 

5.49 

4.47 

Havre 

94 

44 

78 

0. 

.08 

7.07 

3.54 

HELENA 

91 

55 

82 

0, 

.02 

5.16 

5.54 

Kalispell 

86 

42 

84 

0, 

.11 

5.89 

4.32 

Lewistown 

92 

4i 

* 

0. 

.10 

6.62 

6.88 

Malta 

5,5 

48 

♦ 

0, 

.14 

6 . 60 

3-19 

Miles  City 

104 

58 

74 

T 

6.62 

2.73 

Missoula 

92 

46 

80 

0. 

.01 

3.6s 

4.77 

Poplar 

99 

52  

♦ 

0, 

.02 

5.31 

3. 88 

Series  1937  -  No.  I9 . 
Helena,  Montana. 
August  18,  1937* 

*No  data. 

W-  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau, 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

.♦  .. 
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I  The  following  county  summaries .  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  Au-g.  l4,  1937> 

I  are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
,  Extension  Service. 

I  BEAVERHSAI) :  No  rain,  hot  winds,  frost  at  night  in  higher  valleys.  Pea  crop  being 
I  cut.  Second  crop. of  alfalfa  short  of  irrigation  water.  Wild  hay 

I  harvest  in  full  swing  with  fair  yield.  Very  short  hay  crop  in  Horse  prairie  section. 
:  Some  lambs  sold  at  ^(f; .  Two  or  three  clips  of  v/ool  sold  the  past  week.  Activity  in.' 
wool  very  slow.  Livestock  in  good  shape.  Some  ranges  showing  damage  from  crickets 
and  grassho-ppers . 

BIG  HOEIi :  Extremely  warm  and  dry  the  past  week.  Harvest  advanced;  combinirg  nearly 
done;  threshing  under  way.  Dryland  wheat  yielding  somewhat  less  than 
anticipated.  Valley  crops  especla-lly  good.  Cultivated  crops  making  splendid  pro¬ 
gress.  Water  shoi'b  on  the  Little  Big  Horn  River.  Range  ripened  and  cattle  in  fine 
condition,  many  of  which  arc  going  to  regular  market.  Labor  balanced. 

BLAlj-JE :  No  precipitation.  Warm,  sunshiny  days,  Vv^ith  cool  nights.  Grain  crops  in 
the  valley  being  harvested,  with  good  yields  reported.  -  Second  cutting  of 
I  alfalfa  well  -under  way.  Sugar  beet  and  potato  crops  in  valley  very  good.  Livestock 
in  good  condition. 

CARBON :  Only  trace  of  precipitation  during  week.  Threshing  of  grain  in  full 

progress,  with  yields  of  20  to  25  bushels  per  acre  of  wheat  being  reported 
for  dryland  sections.  Cutting  of  grain  in  Luther  section' still  in  progress,  where 
considerable  amount  is  lodged.  Livestock  in  fair  condition. 

CASCADE:  Cool,  cloudy  weather,  with  a  few  light  showers  has  made  ideal  growing 

conditions  for  all  crops.  Insect  dama,ge  has  been  reduced  to  the  minimum 
and  all  crops  have  made  normal  growth.  Second  cutting  of  hay  is  about  50^0  in  the 
stack.  Combining  of  winter  wheat  well  under  way.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER :  Continued  warm,  with  no  precipitation.  Harvest  of  dry  land 

crops  complete,  v;ith  most  grain  going  to  hay.  Dry  land 
wheat  yielded  an  average  of  3  bushels  per  acre.  Wild  hay  making  fair  to  good  yields 
where  irrigated.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  now  being  cut.  Recent  hail  storm  destroyed 
forage  crops  and  prospects  of  alfalfa  seed  under  irrigation.  Irrigation  water  still 
sufficient.  Cattle,  sheep,  and  horses  doing  well,  but  range  is  dry  and  weedy  areas 
burned.  Range  in  southern  Custer  County  and  most  of  powder  River  County  good. 

Water  ample. 

DANIELS :  No  precipitation  fell  during  the  week.  Moderately  warm  temperatures. 

Damage  done  by  grasshoppers  and  also  lack  of  rainfall  has  abandoned  all 
hope  of  feed  from  late  planted  feed  crops.  Livestock  shipments  increasing  due  to 
lack  of  feed.  Farmers  cutting  herds  dovm  to  onl.y  one  or  two  milk  cows.  Some  WPA 
laborers  were  put  to  work  this  week.  Many  more  in  need  of  employment.  Webworms 
and  grasshoppers  damaging  gardens  to  a  great  extent. 

DAWSON ;  Seasonably  warm;  no  precipitation.  Harvesting  of  crops  is  under  way  over 
the  entire  co\inty,  with  a  small  acreage  haying  been  completed.  Some  com¬ 
bining  is  going  on,  but  headers  are  more  common.  Only  a  small  portion'  of  the  acre¬ 
age  is  being  gone  over,  there  being  about  75^  abandonment.  Harvesting  is  primarily 
for  seed.  Many  of  the  corn  fields  continue  to  look  favorable,  v/ith  feed'  prospects 
encouraging.  Grazing  conditions  in  a  large  portion  of  the  county  continue  to  be 
quite  favorable,  although  the  north  portions  are  getting  on  short  rations.  With  the 
number  of  stock  reduced,  the  situation  is  holding  up  fairly  v;ell. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  Continued  hot  dry  weather  prevailed.  Corn  crop  could  stand  some 

moisture.  Crop  harvest  in  full  swing,  with  yields  running  from 
3  to  10  bushels.  Grain  filling  and  ripening  rapidly.  Grasshoppers  continue  to  do 
some  damage  on  young  corn.  Livestock  condition  good.  Lambs  contracted  from  to 
10^2^.  Those  contract  ing  early  for  S  to  8^^,  while  those  recently  9  to  10  .  Lai)or 
situation  not  as  acute  as  it  was  a.  couple  of  weeks  ago . 

FERGUS ;  Days  hot;  nights  cold,  with  near  freezing  temperatures.  Harvest  of  both 
spring  and  winter  wheat  v;ell  under  way,  with  a  few  crons  reported  as  high 
as  15  bushels.  Most  crops  run  3  to  5  bpshels  ,  with  a.  good  bit  of  acreage  not  being 
harvested.  Quality  of  wheat  very  good.  No  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  except  on 
irrigated  land.  Grasshoppers  damaged  range  to  lange  extent  in  the  last  two  weeks. 
Livestock  moving  out  to  market,  rnobt  of  it  in  very  good  condition.  At  least  5OO 
farmers  will  need  work  or  some  other  assistance  to  get  thi'ough’  the  winter,  due  to 
crop  failure &feed  snertages,  which  forced  the  disposition  of  livestock  last  year. 

FLATHEAD :  Weather  unsettled,  with  cool  cloudy  days  predominating.  Threshing  of 

peas  nearly  completed.  About  ^Qffo  of  the  gra,in  crops  in  shock.  The  othe; 
50^  will  be  harvested  duriUf^^  the  next  week  or  ten  days.  Yields  of  whea.t  throughout- 
the  county  will  average  somewhat  higher  than  the  last  two  years,  with  only  negligib 
acreage  abandoned,  potatoes  and  gandens  have  benefitted  greatly  from  recent  moistu 
The  second  crop  of  hay  is  good  and  is  being  put  up  at  the  present  time.  Condition 

of  livestock  continues  good.  All  ranchers  putting  up  an  ample  feed  supply  for  the 

winter.  Labor  adequa,te. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM:  Warm,  with  no  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  poor  due  to 

lack  of  moisture,  'corn  is  generally  making  very  -poor  prog¬ 
ress  due  to  late  planting  in  many  instances  and  insufficient  rainfall.  Thistles 
and  0  then  available  forage  is  being  put  rtp  for  hay  wherever  available.  Very  little 
movement  as  yet  in  cattle.  Sheep  men  beginning  to  move  toward  fall  and  winter  pas¬ 
tures  where  they  are  available. 

HILL:  No  precipitabion  during  week.  Harvesting  of  wheat  well  under  way.  yields 

from  4  to  12  bushels  reported.  A  good  deal  of  the  v/heat  will  be  headed  this 

year,  protein  content  rather  high.  Ranges  drying  up  and  fall  pasture  will  be  shOj 

Livestock  in  Just  fair  condition,  with  no  start  to  market  as  yet.  Labor  balanced. 
^ _  (Continued  on  page  2.) 
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JUDITH  BASIN:  Growing  conditions  very  poo'r.  Winter  wheat  harvest  well  along. 

yields  running  from  2  to  12  “bushels  per  acre.  Less  than  30^  of  the 
winter  wheat  acreage  will  he  harvested.  Spring  wheat  harvest  will  not  get  under  _ 
way  generally  for  a  few  days.  Soil  moisture  helow  normal.  Hopper  damage  heavy. 

Weed  growth,  primarily  thistles,  will  interfere  with  harvest  in  many  cases. ,  Consid¬ 
erable  acreage  of  thistles  being  cut  for  hay.  Considerable  livestock  being  moved 
from  county,  primarily  by  truck  and  local  buyers.  Most  of  stock  is  in  fair  condi¬ 
tion.  Heavy  reduction  in  breeding  herds  expected  due  to  lack  of  winter  feed. 

Ranges  very  short.  Feeding  of  hay  and  concentrates  vail  start  eaply .  About  50%  of 
the  farmers  will  harvest  very  little  crop  and  are  now  seeking  employment. 

LAKE:  Scattered  showers  over  entire  county.  Cool  and  cloudy  most  of  week.  Showers- 
Have  increased  irrigation  water  supply.  Combining  slowed  up  because  of  show¬ 
ers.  second  crop  alfalfa  below  normal.  Harvesting  in  full  swing.  Grain  yields  _ 
and  quality  slightly  above  average.  Truck  and  garden_ crops  in  good  condition.  Live¬ 
stock  in  good  shape.  Le-mbs  being  sold.  Range  condition’  good.  Farm  labor  scarce. 

-  'S'liEPERS  ONf r  e c-dp-^'tatdb  r^' '  sliglrt .wbiith,ero  hp1q;:i ,  wjmpj- .^t  rpn^^  wqpds^p^ 

conditions  gooji ' where, jjQOjistu-re  is  sufficient.  ’  Grain  harvest 
in  full  sv/ing  on  dry  and  irrigated  lands.  Late  rains  improved  grain  crops  consider¬ 
ably  over  June  outlook.  Harvesting  of  wild  hay  progressed  rapidly  during  past  week, 
with  the  favorable  weather  conditions.  A  few  are  starting  to  put  up  second  crop  of 
alfalfa.  Conditions  good,  with  some  lambs  being  contracted  at  8^  to  .  Good  range, 
conditions  over  most  of  the  two  counties  give  promise  for  marketing  of  high  quality 
lambs  and  steers  this  fall. 

MISSOULA:  Warm  v-feather .  Some  showers  first  of  week.  Good  growing  conditions^ 
Harvesting  of  all  spring  grains  in  full  progress.  Threshing  started. 
Yields  fair.  Sugar  beets  and  pot.atoes  making  £:ood  growth.  Raspberries,  cherries, 
and  some  strawberries  coming  on  market.  Yields  fair  to  good.  Second  cutting  of 
alfalfa  in  progress,  with  yields  fair  to  good.  Upper  ranges  generally  in  fair  to 
good  condition.  Lower  ranges  and  pastures  short. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  Local  showers,  with  extreme  continued  heat;  prevail- 

ihg  hot  winds.  Winter  wheat  harvest  practically  oyer, 
yields  comparatively  small  over  the  entire  area.  No  other  small  grains  will  be  har¬ 
vested.  Some  corn  and  other  small  grains  will  be  cut  for  hay,  however.  Livestock 
in  very  good  condition;  there  is  still  plenty  of  grass  and  water. 

PARK;  Rather  cool  cloudy  weather  beginning  of  week,  with  exceedingly  hot  drying 
'  winds  latter  pajrt  of  week.  Hot  weather  will  somewhat  damage  grain,  even 
though  it  is  almost  ripe  and  not. maturing  and  filling  as  well  as  it  should  under 
normal  conditions.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  just  beginning.  It  is  damaged  some¬ 
what  by  grasshoppers,  but  a  fair  crop  is  anticipated.  Very  good  condition 
of  livestock;  forage  ample  to  carry  them  through.  Some  cattle  already  sold;  ship 
ping  will  begin  soon.  No  shortage  of  labor;  ample  for  farm  needs.  ^  Grasshopper 
infestation  still  quite  serious;  damaging  second  crop  of  alfalfa;  in  some  places 
very  seriously  affecting  wheat  and  oats  just  before  ha.rvest. 

■  PHILLIPS:-  Light  -lo-cal- showers  -in  southern  and  central  pa,rt  P f,. 

weather.  Harvesting  in  full  swing’,  but  crops  light^  and  spotted'--’ in  Hy¬ 
land  areas.  Some  areas  have  total  failure,  v^hile  Others  will  produce  about  a  25/o 
crop.  All  crops  in  valley  are  good.  Continued  need  for  Works  projects  to  carry 
through  winter.  Livestock  condition  generally  good.  Sufficient  feed,  grass,  and 
water  in  most  localities. 

PONDERA:  Weather  cloudy  and  warm,  vrith  gentle  winds.  Combining  of  wheat  beg^ 

first  part  of  week  and  first  yield  indicated  -an  average  of  10  bushels  per 
acre,  of  58  lb.  Northern  Spring.  This  was  on  early  seeding.  Reseeded  wheat  after 
the  flood  and  heavy  rains  in  June  shows  strong  possibility  of  making  good  yield. 
Practically  all  reseeded  wheat  is  in  bloom,  or  just  completed  blooming.  Some  oats 
and  barley  has  been  harvested,  both  with  the  combine,  and,  a.  few  small  patches  with, 
a  binder.  No  reports  on  yields  to  date.  S'eme  grasshopp’er  damage  noticed  in  oats, 
fields  which  forced  early  cutting.  Range  grass  is  in  fairly  good  shape  and  will 
afford  approximately  3^^  days  of  winter  grazing,  full  capacity..  On  the  whole,  live¬ 
stock  is  being  held  with  very  little  movement.  Labor  balanced. 

PRAIRIE:  Very  hot  and  dry.  No  precipitation.  Harvesting  nearly  over  and  threshinr 

about  to  start.  Yields  vary  from  4  bushels  to  nearly  10  on  the  combined 
fields  that  remain  in  production.  Corn  continues  to  look  good,  but  needs _ rain. 
Grasshoppers  eating  range  grasses  into  the  ground  and  a,re  laying  eggs.  Livestock,  ir 
in  good  condition.  Labor  supply  ample. 

RICHLAND:  Ranges  and  thistles  drying  up.  Corn  in  some  fields  is  the  only  __  i 

that  is  still  making  growth  in  dryland  areas-  Sugar  beet  . crop  and  other 
valley  crops  under  the  irrigation  project  are  making  nice  progress.  Most  farmers 
have  now  completed  putting  up  the  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  hay.  Some  livestock  wi] 
.move  within  the  next  month.  Farmers  in  general  are  trying  to  salvage  all  the.  feed 
possible,  but  most  of  them  will  not  be  able  to  get  enough  feed,  including  Russian 
thistles,  to  take  their  stock  through  the  winter,  and  will  be  forced-  to  sell  their 
breeding  stock  to  the  lowest  point  in  the  history  of  the  county,  ^Some  WPA  projects 
started  in  the  county  the  fore^part  of  week.  However,  there  is  still  a  large  surplur 
of  dryland  farmers  needing  employment  as  the  present  quota.- of  262  men  in  the  county 
is  not  nearly  enough  to  talce  care  of  the  needs. 

ROOSEVELT:  No  precipitation;  warm  days  and  cool  nights.  Growing  conditions,  not  toe 

favorable  for  feed  crops.  Strong  winds  first  of  week.  A  few  fields,  oi^ 
millet  being  cut  for  hay.  Soil  blowing  on  summer  fallow  fields-  in  east  end  of  coun 
first  of  week.  Cutting  Russian  thistles  for  winter  feed  drawing  to  a  close. 

( Continued  on  Page  30,  ' .  ' 


County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  Yieek  Ending  August  lU,  1937  -  Page  3. 

BOOSEVELT :  (Cont’d.)  Infested  area  covers  practically  entire  county.  Many  farmers 

gone  to  Dakota  harvest  areas..  Some  YYFA  work  started  on  roads 
and  bridges  damaged  by  recent  flood  water. 

ROSEBUD :  No  precipitation  during  week.  Irrigated  crops  making  rapid  growth.  Dry 

land  corn  and  late  forage  crops  continued  to  deteriorate  from  drouth  and 
excessive  heat.  Sugar  beets  and  irrigated  corn  making  rapid  growth.  Combining  of 
dry  land  grain  conplete,  with  disappointing  yields  and  quality.  Harvest  of  irriga¬ 
ted  grains  nearly  completed.  Livestock  in  best  condition  for  several  years.  Hormal 
movement  of  cattle  to  market  during  week.  Lamb  contracting  slowed  up  during  week. 
Range  grass  curing  rapidly. 


SANDERS :  Precipitation  .25  inch.  Generally  cool  a,nd  cloudy,  with  light  scattered 
showers.  Grain  threshing  started.  Quality  of  grain  generally  good,  but 
low  .vields  due  to  lack  of  moisture.  Second  cutting  ha,y  mostly  in  stack,  with  good 
yif'Ids  under  irrigation  and  very  poor  on  dry  lands.  Alfalfa  and  clover  seed  crops 
sei'Dng  heavily.  Potatoes  very  good.  Gardens  generally  in  good  condition.  Fruit 
crop  good.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Hea.vy  cattle  shipment  to  market  continues 
Most  fat  lambs  contracted  to  buyers  and  shipments  starting. 


^HERTDiN:  No  precipitation  during  week.  High  temperature  continues.  No  change  in 
crop  conditicns.  Russian  thistles  are  being  cut  for  hay.  Movement  of 
livestock  ou'g  of  the  co’uncy  continues.  Very  little  employment  available  in  the 
covoxty,.  Need  for  additional  v.'ork  relief  is  apparent.  Considerable  demand  for  hay 
and  some  grain  feeds.  Hay  is  being  moved  into  the  county  from  central  and  eastern 
North  Dcakota. 

ST ILIiI':.iTER :  Weather  generally  hot  and  dry,  with  hot  winds  a,ll  week.  Harvest  near¬ 
ing  completion  in  most  sections, of  the  county;  very  good  yields  being 
reported  from  irrigated  section.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  No  surplus  labor. 


P  [f~ER  PROJECT :  Weather  conditicns  warm  enough  for  good  crop  maturity.  Lie'ht 
shov/ers  are  reducing  the  number  of  fall  irrigations  usually 
n'^-eded.  Most  crops  are  coming  along  in  very  good  shape,  with  harvest  of  seed  peas 
and  second  cutting  of  alfalf.a  started.  Some  grains  are  quite  late  and  there  may  be 
some  frosted  fields.  Range  has  remained  adequate  for  most  operators.  Ample  supply 
of  labor  at  the  present  time. 


SWEETGRASS :  Weather  hot,  with  drying  winds  which  mature  crops  quickly,  promise  of 
good  yields  of  irrigated  crops.  6ofc  of  irrigated  grain  harvested. 
Threshing  starting  on  dry  land  crops,  with  very  small  yields.  Second  cutting  alfal¬ 
fa.  maturing  rapidly,  prospects  of  a  short  crop  due  to  hot  winds  and  shortage  of 
irrigation  water.  Pastures  matured.  Considerable  damage  to  finer  undergrovvdh  by 
insects.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Fat  dry  cows  being  marketed.  Livestock  on 
reserves  reported  doing  well.  Lambs  ^Cfo  contracted. 

TETON:  No  precipitation.  High  temperature  for  week  S8° ,  low  46°.  Harvesting  of 
spring  wheat  started,  v/ith  reported  yields  in  Diamond  Valley  of  between  5 
and  6  bushels  per  acre  harvested.  Yields  in  Collins  area  running  in  neighborhood 
of  2  bushels  per  harvested  acre.  By  the  end  of  next  week,  harvesting  will  have  been 
started  in  most  dry  land  areas  of  county.  Haying  of  wild  hay  practically  completed. 
Livestock  in  good  condition,  but  no  movement  to  market  as  yet. 

TOOLE:  Cloudy  most  of  week;  no  precipitation.  Some  crops  being  harvested.  V/heat 
yields  vary  widely,  and  range  from  4  to  4o  with  an  average  of  from  J  to  12. 
Rains  of  last  week  have  delayed  harvest  in  many  cases.  Ma.ny  crops  being  headed,  due 
to  uneven  ripening  and  weed  growth.  Cattle  and  sheep  in  good  shape;  some  operators 
looking  for  ewe  lambs  to  winter.  Harvest  labor  is  ra,ther  scarce,  but  sufficient 
on  hand  at  present. 

VALLEY :  Blue  joint  harvest  practically  completed,  with  very  short  crop.  Second 

cutting  of  alfa.lfa  completed.  Wheat  harvest  in  full  swing  in  the  irrigated 
section  and  practically  completed  in  dry  land  areas.  Dry  land  wheat  fields  are 
very  spotted,  and  yields  on  harvested  acres  range  from  3  tc ~4  bushels.  A  few  out¬ 
standing  fields  in  the  dry  land  area  r^on  as  high  as  6  bushels.  About  one-third  of 
millet  and  forage  crops  that  v^ere  seeded  late  ’rill  make  feed.  Corn  acreage,  which 
was  increased  this  year,  is  looking  very  good,  particularly  in  the  irrigated  section 
and  a  few  fields  of  corn  in  the  dryland  section  will  make  feed,  practically  all 
lambs  sold  as  feeders  at  this  time.  A  few  ewes  being  sold  or  moved  to  market,  and  in 
a  few  cases  to  pasture.  Range  conditicns  a.re  fair  to  nothing.  Water  shortage  in 
some  areas.  More  labor  than  needed. 

WHEATLAND :  Scattered  showers  early  in  week,  followed  by  extremely  warm  weather; 

then  latter  part  cool,  with  shower.  Spring  wheat  harvest  well  xmder  way 
Some  areas  shew  yields  slightly  above  the  average,  and  the  other  areas  have  prac¬ 
tical  ly  no  yield.. 

WIBAUX:  No  precipitation.  Hot  weather.  Grasshoppers  still  doing  great  deal  of 

damage.  Some  combining  and  threshing  during  the  week.  Yields  poorer  than 
anticipated,  due  mainly  to  high  winds  breaking  down  gr.ain  and  grasshoppers.  Corn 
beginning  to  burn  badly  and  will  yield  much  less  feed  than  the  prospects  a  snort 
time  ago.  Thirteen  carloads  of  cattle  shipped  out  this  week.  Most  of  the  lambs 
have  been  contracted  at  per  pound.  Ranges  holding  up  in  some  places,  but  getting 
short  in  the  greater  portion  of  the  county. 


(Continued  on  Page  4.) 
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YnLL07/ST01TE :  precipitation  for  the  week,  Q.03  inch.  Hot  and  dry  all  week,  with^ 
quite  cool  nights.  Winter  wheat  harvest  in  dry  land  sections  about 
6C4  completed.  Some  threshing  being  done,  with  yields  running  from.  5  to  2*^  bush¬ 
els  per  acre.  Spring  wheat  harvest  in  dry  land  sections  just  starting.  Threshing 
of  grain  in  irrigated  sections  in  full  s^.ving.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  completed. 
Range  grass  in  good  condition.  Livestock  all  in  very  good  condition  also. 


CHOUTEAU:  Harvest  under  way  in  Rig  Sandy  area  for  one  week.  Spring  wheat  yield 
ing  5  to  8  bushels  per  acre.  Wiuter  wheat  about  half  harvested. 

Weather  continued  dry;  good  for  harvesting.  Some  crickets  on  the  move,  but  in 
general  under  control. 

GALLATIN:  Weather  generally  fair;  a  few  local  showers;  medium  temperatures. 

Second  cutting  of  hay  coirpleted,  with  prospects  for  third  cutting  in 
some  places.  Grain  harvest  in  full  swing.  Seed  peas  ripening  rapidly. 

LE'WIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  Light  scattered  showers;  generally  good  growing  con- 

ditions.  Good  harvesting  weather.  Yields  spotted. 
Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  being  harvested.  Beet  crop  still  rated  as  fair  in  Broad¬ 
water  County,  potato  yields  in  Helena  Valley  will,  in  general,  be  good.  Very 
small  numbers  of  livestock  being  shipped  early  because  of  relatively  good  feed 
conditions.  Hay  and  grass  supplies  for  winter  will  be  about  equal  to  last  year, 
with  variations  in  parts  of  both  counties. 

’7/jGHER:  One  good  shower;  temperature  high.  Grain  and  hay  fair;  grass  curing 

only  on  drier  spots.  Fall  rye  threshing  4  to  12  bushels  per  acre. 

L'''i  :vtock  doing  very  well.  Labor  demand  still  exceeds  supply.  Insect  damage 
u as  ing. 


Helena,  Montana. 
August  18,  1937- 
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The  week  was  quite  warm,  except  for  the  last  day,  with  temperatures  averag¬ 
ing  well  above  normal  and  readings  of  100°,  or  higher,  reported  from  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  State  on  the  21st,  22nd,  and  23i’d..  Precipitation  during  the  week  was 
negligible,  making  the  third  successive  week  this  month  without  appreciable  mois¬ 
ture.  While  soil  moisture  reserves  have  decreased  steadily  since  "the  first  of  the 
month,  conditions  still  remain  considerably  better  than  last  year  at  this  time, 
with  the  exception  of  some-  extreme  northeastern  and  extreme  middle-western  areas. 

Weather  conditions  were  ideal  for  ha^ying,  harvesting,  and  threshing,  except 
for  one  or  two  days  with  high  winds.  It  was  too  hot  and  dry,  however,  for  satis¬ 
factory  growth  of  unirrigated  crops.  Lack  of  moisture  for  germination  was  detri¬ 
mental  to  seeding  of  winter  whea.t  in  some  important  areas,  although  preparation  of 
soils  on  a  large  scale  for  this  purpose  continued.  Hot  winds  rapidly  ripened  late 
growing  grains,  and  harvesting  started  in  the  later-than-usual  maturing  north- 
central  sections.  Harvesting  of  small  grains  is  nearing  co.-ipletlon  in  most  sec¬ 
tions,  and  threshing  is  largely  in  full  swing.  Dryland  grain  yields,  as  a  rule, 
continue  light,  although  best  areas  in  Custer  and  powder  River  Counties  have  pro¬ 
duced  10  to  15  bushels  of  wheat  an  acre.  Carbon  County  20  to  25  bushels,,  and  Gal¬ 
latin  County  as  high  as  4o  bushels.  The  test  weight  of  wheat  is  generally  good. 
Irrigated  grain,  much  of  which  remains  to  be  ha.rvested,  has  produced  average  to 
better  than  average  yields.  The  bean  crop  is  very  good,  but  owing  to.  retarded 
growth  early  in  the  season,  will  require  another  three  ?;eeks  free  from  damaging 
frosts  for  maturing  the  crop.  Sugar  beets  are  making  good  progress,  with  stands 
generally  reported  excellent.  Cutting  .and  threshing  of  seed  peas  continues,  with 
fair  to  good  yields,  parly  potatoes  are  being  dug  and  trucked  to  market.  Corn  on 
drylands  has  deteriorated,  because  of  drouth;  it  is  good  on  irrigated  land  and  cut¬ 
ting  for  fodder  is  under  way  in  some  sections.  The  small  fruit  harvest  ib  practic¬ 
ally  completed.  Late  fruit  is  reported  in  good  condition,  with  early  apples  al¬ 
ready  moving  into  local  markets. 

Ranges  and  pastures  continue  drying  up,  and  are  gener.ally  in  need  of  good 
rains,  prospects  for  wintering  livestock  in  northeastern  and  some  central  sections 
are  poor.  Hay  continues  to  be  shipped  into  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State. 
Livestock  are  most^.y  in  good  condition  ,  although  losses  among  horses  from  sleeping 
sickness  are  occurring  in  eastern  counties.  Lambs  are  in  fine  condition.  Some 
sales  activity  among  stockmen  was  noted  in  all  sections,  but  no  large  movement  has 
Started  from  areas  where  feed  supplies  have  remained  adequate.  Vifaterholes  are 
going  dry  on  eastern  ranges,  where  no  appreciable  rain  has  fallen  since  the  18th  of 
July. 

While  grasshoppers  continue  doing  some  damage  to  alfalfa  and  ranges  in  east¬ 
ern  areas,  they  are  reported  to  be  slowly  disappearing.  Insect  control  work  has 
about  ceased. 
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.Station 

Temperature . 
Highest  Lowest 

Sunshine 
$  of 

Po  ss ible 

Precipitation  (  inches 

Total  Total  since 

This  week.  April  1,  1937- 

and  hundredths} 

Total  since  Apr. 
to  Aug.25G93b- 

Billings 

98 

T 

6.95 

P.07 

Bozeman 

90 

4c 

* 

0.00 

9-50 

5.  S3 

Cut,  Bank 

9C 

'4i 

* 

T 

6.51 

8.45 

Fort  peck 

102 

48 

* 

T 

4.33 

2.73 

Glendive 

103 

45 

0.02 

6.51 

5.62 

Great  Palls 

94 

42 

* 

0.00 

5.49 

4.61 

Havre 

98 

46 

86 

0.11 

7. 18 

3. 88 

HELENA 

90 

47 

54 

0.00 

5.16 

4.34  ■ 

Kalispell 

86 

4o 

92 

0.07 

5.96 

5.p4 

Lewistown 

94 

38 

0.00 

6.62 

7.26 

Malta 

99, 

40 

* 

T 

6.6c 

3.7s 

Miles  City 

100 

50 

90 

0.07 

6 . 69 

2.85 

Missoula 

94 

44 

88 

0.01 

3.69. 

4.77 

poplar 

101 

45 

* 

0.00 

5.31 

4.93 

■^No  data. 

Series  -  1937  -  No.  2'^. 

Helena,  Montana.  V/.  p.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

August  25,  1937*  Jay  G-  Diamond,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 


The  folio V7ing  county  suirunaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  August  21, 
1937,  are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 


BSAVE5HEAD :  No  precipitation.  Warm  days;  cold  nights.  Some  operators  finished 
haying  in  wild  hay  sections.  Most  of  the  pea  crop  cut.  Few  started 
second  crop  alfalfa.  S5^  of  Lambs  sold,  with  the  top  at  $9-^^-  Livestock  in  good 
shape,  hut  ranges  are  drying  up.  A  fev;  steers  sold. 

BIG  HORN  :  No  precipitation.  Continued  Vvsrm  and  dry,  with  strong  winds  prevailing. 

Harvesting  nearly  completed.  Estimated  loss  by  crickets  reduced  to 
about  3^.  Valley  crops  continue  to  look  very  good.  Beets  making  good  progress. 
Livestock  and  range  in  good  condition.  Labor  balanced. 


BLAINE :  A  severe  hail  storm  passed  thru  the  county  last  Friday  evening,  doing  con¬ 
siderable  damage  to  crops  in  the  Valley  and  also  in  the  northeast  corner 
where  there  was  a,  ICC^^  loss  in  a  strip  approximately  U  miles  wide  and  12  miles  long. 
Damage  in  the  valley  ra.nged  from  10^  to  75^-  Harvesting  in  general  progress  in  all 
sections.  Yields  on  dryland  are  very  light  although  the  wheat  that  is  being  harves¬ 
ted  has  a  good  test  weight.  Dryland  crops  running  from  1  to  S  bushels  where  crops 
are  being  combined.  Livestock  in  good  condition  with  range  grass  fair.  No  stock 
has  yet  been  moved  to  market.  Moimtain  ranchers  are  reporting  fairly  good  crop  of 
second  cutting  alfalfa.  With  exception  of  local  areas,  most  ranches  will  have  suf¬ 
ficient  feed  to  carry  their  stock  thru  the  winter. 


CARBON :  V/eather  has  been  reported  as  moderately  warm  daring  the  day,  with  cool 

nights,  v/hich  are  causing  some  concern  to  corn  growers.  Threshing  of  dry 
land  crops  nearing  completion  in  the  mrthern  and  eastern  portions  of  the  county, 
with  reported  yields  running  from  20  to  25  bushels.  Very  good  yields  of  crops  under 
irrigation  were  a,lso  reported.  The  growth  of  beans  was  somewhat  retarded  by  heavy 
rains  and  cod  weather  in  June  and  some  concern  is  felt  by  a  few  whether  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  beans  will  mature  before  frost  co.mes.  Very  good  stands  of  beans  reported 
in  most  sections.  Beet  crops  doing  well.  Livestock  in  good  condition;  plenty  of 
pasture.  Cricket  control  work  discontinued. 


of 


CASCADE :  Varied  weather  conditions  have  prevailed,  ranging  from  a  low/38°‘to  a  high 
of  940  with  no  precipitation.  Whecot  harvesting  well  advanced  in  dryland 
areas,  with  from  very  pcor  to  excellent  crops  being  harvested  on  the  small  acreage 
left  after  abandonment  caused  by  winter  killing  and  blowing.  Late  seeded  sprirg 
wheat  is  yielding  only  light  crops  and  in  rminy  cases  nothing.  Crops  on  irrigated 


land  are  good,  with  normal  yields  of  alfalfa  hay  and  the  outlook  for  better  than 


average  yields  of  sugar  beets,  potatoes,  and  seed  peas.  Livestock  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  with  ample  feed  available  for  all  stock  left  in  the  county.  Labor  normal. 

All  insect  control  work  has  stopped  and  no  appreciable  amount  of  damage  has  resulted 
this  year  from  either  grasshoppers  or  crickets. 


CHOUTEAU :  Winter  wheat  harvest  completed  except  for  scattered  farms.  Continued 
dry  with  above  normal  temperature  for  this  time  of  year.  Grasshopper 
damage  s-evere  in  some  areas;  some  spreading  of  poison.  No  reports  of  cricket  move¬ 
ment.  Large  number  of  applicants  for  R.  A.  grants.  TRA  work  on  roads  under  w.ay. 

CUSTER  -  POY/DER  R I VER :  Hot  weather  for  a  part  of  week  followed  by  cooler  days  and 

nights  the  latter  part.  No  precipitation.  Dry  land  crop 
harvest  practically  complete.  Some  wheat  making  10  to  I5  bushels  in  powder  River 
county,  where  rainfall  has  been  normal  or  above.  Other  areas  generally  much  poorer. 
Haying  continues,  with  blue  joint  making  one  ton  per  .a.cre  or  better  where  flooded. 
Water  being  rotated  in  Tongue  River  ditch  due  to  shortage,  but  supply  looks  suffic¬ 
ient  for  balance  of  crop  season.  Ranges  dry  and  need  rain.  Water  getting  short  in 
some  localities.  Stock  doing  well,  with  some  fat  cows  moving  to  market.  Ranges 
weedy  and  prospects  for  wintering  livestock  are  very  poor. 

JUDITH  BAS  IN :  Severe  hail  in  s.mall  areas.  Winter  wheat  harvest  well  under  way 

in  three  small  areas.  Yields  running  from  2  to  20  bushels.  Most  of 
the  county  will  harvest  only  scattered  crop  here  and  there.  50^  or  more  of  the 
seeded  acreage  will  have  complete  crop  f.ailure  .  Some  thistles  and  grain  now  being 
cut  for  v/inter  feed.  Soil  moisture  very  low.  Grasshopner  damage  very  heavy  on 
range  lands  and  north  portion  of  the  county.  Shipping  of  livestock  to  market  has 
started.  Most  of  livestock  will  arrive  at  market  in  fair  condition.  Heavy  reduc¬ 
tion  in  livestock  expected  and  feed  importations  will  be  necessary  to  feed  breeding 
stock.  About  50^  of  the  farmers  in  the  county  are  or  will  be  seeking  employment 
within  the  next  I5  days. 

LAKE ;  Continued  warm;  no  precipitation;  some  winds.  Harvesting  of  dryland  crops 
nearly  completed.  Irrigated  crops  making  excellent  growth.  Second  crop  of 
alfalfa  largely  in  stack.  Clover  seed  setting  heavily.  Grain  harvest  nearly  com¬ 
pleted  on  irrigated  farms.  Gardens  generally  in  good  condition.  Livestock  in  good 
condition.  Lambs  being  sold  a,nd  contracted. 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER :  VYinter  wheat  harvest  well  along  toward  completion. 

Normal  harvest  of  spring  wheat  under  way.  Second  cut¬ 
ting  alfalfa  and  wild  hay  going  into  the  stack  with  the  wild  hay  harvest  mostly  com¬ 
pleted.  Livestock  condition  good.  Livestock  .movement  to  market  seasonal.  Range 
feed  drying,  but  furnishing  fair  feed. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON:  Hot  and  dry  throughout  week  and  y/arm  winds  ripening  crops 

rapidly  and  drying  up  pastures  and  range.  No  precipitation, 
harvesting  of  grain  crops  progressed  rapidly  during  week.  Combines  busy,  but  no 
threshing  as  yet.  Dry  land  crops  fair,  with  irrigated  grains  fair  to  good  and  in 
most  cases  better  than  previously  expected.  Cutting  and  stacking  of  second  crop 
alfalfa  has  started  in  places.  Most  of  wild  and  meadow  hays  are  in  the  stack. 
Harvesting  of  early  potatoes  is  well  under  way,  with  crop  being  trucked  to  markets 
and  netting  growers  about  $1.15  P^r  hundred.  Livestock  conditions  remained  good 
throughout  the  week,  with  little  activity  reported  in  the  sale  of  lambs  or  wool. 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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MEAGHER :  No  rain;  wind;  temperature  moderate.  Grain  crops  fair.  Grass  curing. 

Livestock  excellent.  Big  lambs  sell  at  ’^(j; .  Top  calves  9^^*  Labor  demand 
exceeds  supply.  Hopper  damage  50^  to  ^O'fo  in  somie  localities.  Other  insect  damage 
on  decline. 

MISSOULA:  Hot  days;  cool  nights.  No  precipitation.  Excellent  harvest  weather. 

Haying  mostly  completed.  Yields  less  than  normal.  Harvesting  practic¬ 
ally  completed;  threshing  well  along,  yields  about  to  6o^  of  normal  on  dry 

land  and  80^  to  100^  on  irrigated  land.  Sugar  beets  and  potatoes  making  good  growth 
Small  fruit  harvest  practically  completed.  Early  apples  coming  on  market.  Upper 
ranges  in  fair  condition;  lower  ranges  and  pastures  short. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  Continued  heat  during  the  day,  but  the  e\Bnings  are 

remarkably  cool.  A  few  very  light  showers  have  been 
noted  in  some  sections  of  the  two  counties.  The  corn  and  cane  crons  look  fairly 
good  in  some  sections.  It  is  remarkable  how  growth  of  these  crops  has  progressed 
with  such  a  moisture  deficiency.  Livestock  in  good  condition;  there  is  plenty  of 
feed  and  water. 

PARK :  Warm  weather  prevailed,  with  cool  nights.  Binding  about  half  completed,  with 
standing  grain  ripening  fast.  Yields  from  8  to  30  bushels  reported,  but 
threshing  not  general  yet.  Grain  and  second  crop  alfalfa  both  showing  damage  from 
hoppers.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Labor  balanced. 

PH  ILL  IPS  :  Continued  dry  wea.ther,  but  cooler  latter  part  of  week.  Combining  grain 
in  full  swing.  Will  probably  get  seed  back.  All  valley  crops  up  to 
normal.  Rain  needed  to  refill  water  holes  in  some  areas.  Range  holding  up.  Winter 
feed  will  have  to  be  shipped  into  Whitewater  a.rea.  Conditbn  of  livestock  good. 

DANIELS :  No  precipita.tion  during  week.  A  few  windy  days  during  week,  resulting  in 
some  soil  blowing.  Some  Russian  thistles  still  being  harvested  for  feed 
although  they  are  getting  quite  ripe.  It  is  doubtful  if  feed  crops  planted  after 
the  July  rains  will  make  hay.  Most  of  them  will  be  used  for  pasture.  Grass  lands 
making  slow  recovery  in  some  spots  of  the  coionty.  Some  livestock  movement  to  ma^rket 
Some  also  being  moved  to  other  pastures  where  winter  feed  is  assured.  Several  farm¬ 
ers  reporting  losses  in  horses  due  to  Encephalomyelitis,  or  sleeping  sickness. 
Approximately  123  men  are  being  employed  by  WPA,  most  of  them  working  on  road  project 
The  sugar  beet  webworrns  have  nearly  all  disappeared. 

DAWSON :  Weather  seasonal.  Harvesting  well  along.  Threshing  under  way,  with 

yields  light.  Growers  continue  to  gather  roaghage.  Lambs  generally  in 
good  condition  and  heavy.  No  particular  change  in  stock  situation. 

FALLON  -  C-ARTER :  Continued  hot  dry  weather  prevailed.  Corn  crop  in  need  of  moistur 

Most  all  crops  harvested.  Greatest  percent  of  grain  crops  cut 
with  header.  Livestock  condition  good.  Past  week  outbreaks  of  Encephalomyelitis 
have  occurred  am.ong  the  horses  in  the  counties.  Much  concern  is  expressed  over  this 
disease.  No  shorta.ge  of  labor  at  this  time. 

FERGUS :  Dry  during  week.  Good  harvesting  weather.  Many  farmers  practically 

through  with  harvest.  Y^heat  average  yield  for  entire  a.creage  not  over  3 
bushels^  Quality  very  good.  All  ava,ilable  straw  and  Russian  thistles  being  har¬ 
vested  for  winter  feed.  Livestock  moving  to  market  from  some  areas.  Movement  will 
be  fairly  steady  Irora  now  until  October.  Many  farmers  needing  work  immediately  so 
they  Can  get  some  reserve  built  up  before  winter  makes  it  impossible  to  do  work. 

FLATHEAD:  Weather  hot  and  dry.  Ideal  weabher  for  harvesting  and  threshing.  Yields 

have  been  corp  istently  good,  running  about  25^  over  county  averages. 

The  quality  of  the  grain  has  been  excellent.  A  few  light  frosts  reported  first  part 
of  week,  but  did  very  little  damage.  Truck  crops  are  growing  well  and  strawberries 
are  producing  a  good  crop  of  fall  berries.  The  condition  of  livestock  continues 
goo''l.  Winter  feed  supplies  adequate. 

-GALLAT IN :  Only  partly  cloudy;  no  precipitation.  Increased  amount  of  drying  wind. 

Grain  harvest  continues  with  binders  and  combines  and  some  of  the  prev¬ 
iously  shocked  grain  being  threshed.  Second  cutting  hay  stacked.  Seed  peas  being 
harvested.  Dryland  yields  of  winter  wheat  as  high  as  4o  bushels  are  reported.  Pas¬ 
tures  will  retain  rather  high  carrying  capacity. 

GLAC I EE :  Cool  nights;  several  reports  of  one— fourth  inch  ice  in  northern  part  of 
county.  Days  generally  warm;  few  scattered  showers  and  winds.  Wheat 
maturing^  fairly  well;  however,  due  to  s«me  early  blowing,  some  fields  are  patchy 
in  maturity  conditions.  A  few  early  fields  being  cut  with  binders,  with  some  grow¬ 
ers  planning  to  swath  their  fields.  A  little  apprehension  is  shown  concerning  frost 
ed  wheat  from  the  later  fields.  Livestock  in  excellent  shape;  lambs  and  all  kinds 
of  beef  moving  at  good  prices.  Will  need  combine  men  soon. 

iniF.  0.07  inch  precipitation  during  week.  60^  of  harvest  completed.  Wheat  runnin 
w  4-u  bushels  per  acre;  very  few  fields  making  up  to  I5  bushels, 

weather  ideal  lor  harvest.  Range  is  drying  up  and  facing  a  possible  range  shortage 
belore  winter  sets  in.-  Livestock  in  fair  condition  with  little  movement  toward  mar¬ 
ket  as  yet.  Labor  balanced. 
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PPJ.I5IE :  Warm  and  dry;  nights  cold.  IJo  precipitation.  Ha.rvestipg  completed  and 

threshing  about  to  start.  Yields  vary  from  U  to  10  bushels  per  acre  on  j 

combined  fields.  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  lay  eggs.  Livestock  in  good  condition,  j 

Labor  supnly  is  ample. 

RICHLAILD :  No  precipitation.  Weather  wcTub  throughout  week.  No  crons  in  the  dry-  I 

land  areas  except  a  fevi  fields  of  corn  and  there  v/ill  not  be  a  very  good  J 

yield  because  of  the  damage,  done  earlier  in  the  year.  All  valley  crops  progress-  | 

ing  nicely.  Some  damage  done  by  insects  earlier  in  the  year,  but  not  serious.  i 

Livestock  continuing  to  move  out  of  the  county  as  ranges  are  very  short  and  no  feed  ; 

is  available  in  dry  land  sections. 

i- 

ROOSEVEM:  Light  scattered  siiowers  first  of  week.  Temperatures  warm  first  of  week  ' 
and  cool  latter  pp.rt .  Millet  and  corn  being  harvested  in  scattered 
sf’ctions  of  county.  All  whc.at  harvested  with  estimated  production  of  5 bushels 
for  county.  Late  plpjited  feed  crops  need  moisture  to  develop.  Hoppers  continue  1 

to  d.amage  feed  crops  and  grass.  Livestock  being  shipped  from  northwest  and  north 
central  pCoTts  of  county,  where  rruiges  dried  up.  Range  varies  from  fair  to  good  in  j 

south  and  east  sections  of  county  and  most  stock  being  held, in  these  sections  for 
the  present.  Light  demand  for  hp.y.  WPA  v.^ork  under  way,  partly  relieving  labor 
situation.  ! 

RO 5EBUD :  No  precipitation.  Sugar  beets  and  irrigated  corn  continuing  to  make  rap-  | 

id  .growth.  Record  yield  and  acreage  of  sugar  beets  practically  assured.  j 

Dry  land  corn  practically  dried  up.  Seasonal  movement  of  cattle  to  market  under  j 
way.  Some  stockmen  considering  taking  advantage  of  favorable  prices  to  liquidate 
some  of  their  stock  rather  th.an  rurchase  feed.  Water  holes  beginning  to  dry  up  in  ! 
some  areas . 

SANDERS :  No'  precipitation.  Generally  clear  and  cool;  light  frost  in  few  sections 

15th  and  16th,  but  little  damage.  Grain  threshing  under  way.  Some  win¬ 

ter  wheat  seeding  started.  Soil  moisture  very  low  for  germ.inaticn.  Water  for  irri¬ 
gation  very  low.  Kay  crop  short,  but  ample  for  ’.vinter  feed  requirements.  Livestock  | 
in  good  condition.  Heavy  cattle  m.arketing  continues.  Movement  of  contracted  lambs 
begun . 

SHERIDAN :  \Ye.?.,tber  continues  dry,  with  high  tem.peratures .  No  change  in  crop  condi¬ 

tions.  Pa. in  is  needed  for  Ip.te  pastures.  Movement  of  livestock  out  of 
the  county  continues.  Qutoreak  of  Encephalomyelitis  threatens  horses  of  county  and 
is  caiLsing  some  movement  of  horses  cut  of  vicinity.  E-'^ployment  is  very  scarce.  | 

No  change  in  labor  situa.tion. 

5.TI LLP/ATER :  Vfeek  characterized  by  warm  days.  Nc  moisture  during  past  week.  Con¬ 
siderable  part  of  dry  land  grains  hoirvested.  Threshing  in  full  swing 
in  irrigated  pr.."t  of  county.  Fair  yields  on  dry  land  in  most  sections.  Better  than 
average  grain  y.).elds  on  irrig.a,ted  farms.  Sugar  beets  and  beans  look  good.  Stock 
in  good  condition.  Nearly  all  la,rabs  contracted  will  average  heavier  than  a  year 
ago.  Demand  for  all  classes  of  cattle. 

SUN  RIVER  HROJECT :  No  precipitation  during  the  past  week.  Several  days  hot  wind 

ripening  grain.  Night  tem.peratures  near  frost.  Seed  pea  har¬ 
vest  well  under  way.  Grain  fields  ripening  satisfactorily.  Second  cutting  of 
alfalfa  starting.  There  will  be  some  demand  for  harvest  help  in  the  next  three 
weeks. 

SWEET  GRASS  :  IiTeather  hot,  with  drying  winds.  No  precipit.ation.  Crops  maturing 

ranidly.  Winter  wheat  crop  on  dryland  is  yielding  ?  to  6  bushels  per 
acre.  A  very  few  areas  fCi^tunate  enough  to  receive  showers  at  the  critical  time 
yielded  10  to  I5  bushels.  Spring  dryland  grains  very  spotted;  average  probably  6  1 

to  S  bushels.  AH  early  irrigated  grain  in  shock,  wuth  prospects  of  good  yields. 
Threshing  just  starting.  Late  grains  unm.atured.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  ready  to 
cut.  Prospects  of  shcrt  crop,  pasture  and  range  mature.  Damage  from  insects 
more  evident.  Livestock  do  ing  well.  Lambs  all  contracted;  ca,lsc  several  lots  of 
aged  ewes;  but  cows  moving  to  market  at  good  prices.  Demand  for  feeding  cows  and 
feeders.  '  { 

.TETON :  No  precipitation  for  week.  Reports  of  light  frost  in  eastern  part,  of  county.! 

Harvesting  of  spring  wheat  in  eastern  part  of  county  in  full  swing,  with  i 
yields  running  between  6  and  S  bashels  per  acre.  Harvesting  in  ether  parts  of  coun¬ 
ty  just  getting  started,  v^rith  none  being  harvested  on  the  irrigated  areas.  Harvest¬ 
ing  not  yet  started  in  the  Pendroy  area,  where  the  best  creps  a.re  for  this  season. 
Rai.'chors  cutting  cut  cattle,  getting  them  ready  for  shipment.  , 

VALLEY :  The  past  week  has  been  exceedingly  warm.  Practically  no  wind,  and  only  a  I 
trace  cf  precipitation.  Vifhat  small  amotint  of  dryland  harvest  there  was  j 

has  been  completed.  The  highest  yield  about  8  bushels  on  one  field.  The  majority  ! 

of  the  small  number  of  fields  remaining  for  harvest  coveraged  around  3  bushels. 

Under  irrigation,  wheat  is  averaging  from  20  to  35  bushels.  Second  cutting  of  alfal-. 
fa  has  been  completed.  Blue  joint  harvest,  is  over.  By  the  end  of  the  week,  the  j- 
blue  jci.nt  seed  harvest  will  be  ccimpleted.  Sugar  beets  making  very  good  growth.  ji 
Corn,  under  irrigation,  will  make  considerable  fodder,  and  if  frost  holds  off  anotherli 
two  weeks  will  make  seed.  Livestock  in  fair  condition,  but  light  in  weight.  Both  ; 

cattle  and  sheep  still  moving  out  of  the  county,  practically  all  lambs  sold  at  ' 

this  time.  Quite  a  few  horses  moving  out  the  pa.st  two  weeks. 

WIBAUX :  No  precipitation.  Weather  somewhat  cooler  during  week.  Threshing  and  hayiri 
nearing  completion.  Corn  ha.rvest,  where  high  enough  to  cut,  in  full  swing.  ; 
Grasshoppers  still  very  numerous.  Cattle  shipments  increasing.  1 

YELLQV/STONE :  Warm  days,  v/ith  quite  cool  nights.  No  precipitat ion.  With  the  excep-  j 
tion  of  the  northeast  corner  of  the  county,  fa.ir  to  exceptional  crops  ' 

of  wheat  and  small  grains  are  being  harvested.  Dryland  yields  of  wheat  range  from  6  [ 

to  35 /bushels  per  acre,  with  an  average  of  about  18  bushels.  Irrigated,  grains  are  i 
yielding  heavy  in  most  cases,  except  under  the  B-L.&I-  ditch,  where  some  v/ater  short-| 
ages  existed  as  a  result  of  flood  damage  to  the  ditch.  Beets  and  beans  looking  good  I 
and  predictions  .are  that  better  than  average  crop  will  be  harvested.  Livestock  in  [ 
good  condition.  Good  feed  supply  on  hand.  i 


